
 
 
 

December 7, 2015 
 
 
Circular Letter No. 23-2015-2016 
 
Academic Affairs Undersecretary, Special Education Associate Secretary, Executive Assistant, 
Special Assistants to the Secretary, Associate Secretaries, Administrative Training and School 
Advisory Institute Interim Director, Teacher Professional Development Institute Director, Office 
Directors, Program Directors, Division Directors, Educational Region Directors, Special 
Assistants to the Educational Region Directors, Special Assistants in charge of School Districts, 
School Superintendents, Associate Superintendents, Teacher Facilitators, School Directors, 
Teacher Librarians, School Counselors, Guidance Counselors, School Social Workers, Teachers 
and Aspiring Teachers.  
 
PUBLIC POLICY WITH RESPECT TO TEACHER CERTIFICATION TESTS (PCMAS) 
 
Puerto Rico’s Teacher Personnel Certification Regulations establish the academic and 
professional required to be certified as a teacher1 in the public and private schools in 
accordance with Law No. 94 as amended June 21, 1955. The Regulations establish, as well, the 
teacher certification exams that are required for the corresponding certification. These exams 
are known as the Teacher Certification Exams (acronym PCMAS in Spanish for Pruebas de 
Certificación de Maestros). 
 
Since 1992, the PCMAS are required in order to apply for and receive a regular teaching 
certificate in Puerto Rico. The Puerto Rico Department of Education (PRDE) initiated this 
process together with the College Board in order to professionalize the teaching career in 
Puerto Rico, to meet federal requirements, and to develop uniform assessment criteria for all 
those aspiring to become teachers that applied for a regular teaching certificate in Puerto Rico. 
Since the beginning of PCMAS administrations, the PRDE has made a substantial economic 
contribution in order to support those aspiring to teach and to establish guidelines concerning 
the implementation of the exams. 
 
As part of the new PRDE policies – aligned with the Academic Transformation Plan included in 
the Flexibility Plan – and the new teacher preparation program accreditation requirements, the 
PRDE together with the College Board developed a revision and reconceptualization of the 
Teacher Certification Exams. The intentions of this process are to have the exams meet the 

                                                           
1 For legal purposes related to the 1964 Civil Rights Law Title VII, Public Law 88-352 42 USC 2000 et seq.; the 

Commonwealth of Puerto Rico; Circular Letter No. 19-2014-2015, Public policy regarding gender equity and 
integrating same into the Puerto Rico Department of Education curricula as an means to promote human dignity 
and the equality of all before the law; and toward the principle of grammatical economy and gender unmarked by 
Spanish orthography, using the terms: facilitator, teacher, director, student, tutor, person in charge and others 
that could refer to both genders, including masculine as well as feminine.  

Translated by 

Dr. K. Wayland 



needs and expectations of our PreK-12 students and evaluate the competencies that every 
aspiring teacher must develop to be effective in the classroom. 
 
When this circular letter refers to “teacher” that includes all teaching personnel in all the 
academic programs, the Special Education Program and the Occupational and Technical 
Education Program. 
 
Teacher Certification Exams 
 
The regulations currently in effect establish that every aspiring teacher must pass the PCMAS 
(sic Teacher Certification Exams). The certification exams are described in the following: 
 

1. Regular PCMAS – This exam includes the Basic Knowledge Concepts and Professional 
Competencies (the latter includes an elementary or secondary pedagogical situation, 
whichever applies). 

2. Specialization PCMAS, required for the following: 
a. Elementary level - English 
b. Secondary level – Spanish, Mathematics, Social Studies and History, English, and 

Science 
 
Requirements that first time certificate candidates must meet 
 
The aspiring teacher that seeks a regular teaching certificate in: 
 

1. Pre-school Education or Elementary Education must pass the Regular PCMAS together 
with the elementary level pedagogical situation. 
 

2. Elementary Education in English must pass the Regular PCMAS together with the 
elementary level pedagogical situation and the English Specialization Exam. 
 

3. Secondary Education in Spanish, Mathematics, Social Studies and History, English or 
Science must pass the Regular PCMAS together with the secondary level pedagogical 
situation and the corresponding Specialization Exam. 
 

4. Occupational Education must pass the Regular PCMAS together with the secondary level 
pedagogical situation. 
 

5. Areas that do not require a specific certification level (School Health, Fine Arts, Special 
Education, Physical Education, Adaptive Physical Education, Bilingual Education, Foreign 
Languages, Computer Use Resource Teacher) must pass the Regular PCMAS together 
with the elementary or secondary level pedagogical situation according to his or her 
preparation. 

 
 



Requirements that a teacher candidate must meet in order to be recertified in an area or 
level different from his or her current teacher certification 
 

1. The candidate that is certified as a regular Elementary Education Teacher and seeks  
certification as a regular teacher in: 
 

a. Secondary Education must pass the Regular PCMAS together with the secondary 
level pedagogical situation and the Specialization Exams that apply. 
 

b. Elementary Education in English must pass the English Specialization Exam. 
 

2. The candidate that is certified as a regular Secondary Education Teacher and seeks  
certification as a regular teacher in: 
 

a. Elementary Education must pass the Regular PCMAS together with the 
elementary level pedagogical situation. 
 

b. Elementary Education in English must pass the Regular PCMAS together with the 
elementary level pedagogical situation and the English Specialization Exam. If the 
teacher is certified to teach Secondary English, then the candidate only needs to 
pass the Regular PCMAS together with the elementary level pedagogical 
situation. 

 
c. Secondary Education in a different area must pass the corresponding 

Specialization Exam if applicable. 
 

3. The candidate that is certified as a regular Teacher in an area that does not require 
certification for a specific level and seeks  certification as a regular teacher in: 
 

a. Elementary Education must pass the Regular PCMAS together with the 
elementary level pedagogical situation. 

 
b. Secondary Education must pass the Regular PCMAS together with the secondary 

level pedagogical situation and the Specialization Exams that apply. 
 

c. Elementary Education in English must pass the Regular PCMAS together with the 
elementary level pedagogical situation and the English Specialization Exam. 

 
4. The candidate that was certified as a Regular Teacher seeking certification in another 

level, but did not take the PCMAS because it was not required when certified must pass 

the Regular PCMAS together with the pedagogical situation for the corresponding level 

and the Specialization Exam, if applicable. 



5. The candidate that was certified as a Regular Teacher seeking certification in another 

level, who did take the PCMAS even though it was not required at the time must pass 

the Regular PCMAS together with the pedagogical situation for the corresponding level 

and the Specialization Exam, if applicable. 

6. The candidate that was certified as a Regular Teacher in any of the sciences (General 

Science, Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Environmental Sciences, Earth Sciences) who did 

not take the PCMAS because it was not required at the time and seeking recertification 

in any of the sciences must pass the Science Specialization Exam. 

Validity of exam results for certification purposes 
 
For certification purposes, all exam results will be valid for a period of five years. It is hereby 
stipulated that after a candidate completes all the requirements, all the documents required for 
certification as a regular teacher must be submitted to the corresponding school district within 
the period established by the Department of Education. If the documents are not submitted 
during this time period (five years), the validity of any passed certification exams will lapse and 
the candidate will have to repeat them. 
 
The candidate that fails to pass one or more of the required certification exams can retake the 
failed exams within a five year period following the first exam was passed. If the candidate does 
not pass all the required exams within the established five year period, the validity of any 
passed exams will lapse and the candidate will have to repeat these. This applies to 
Mathematics, Spanish, Social Studies and History, English and Science at the secondary level 
and to English at the elementary level. 
 
The candidate is allowed to repeat failed exams as many times as necessary as stipulated in Law 
No. 88-2010, Article 1. However, any teacher candidate that must repeat an exam or exams a 
fourth time, will be required to show evidence that he or she has taken remedial courses in 
the areas to be re-evaluated. An exam or exams cannot be repeated (sic a fourth time) 
without such evidence. 
 
Minimum scores for passing each of the Teacher Certification Exams 
 
Since the new Teacher Certification Exams will be given in March, 2016, the minimum passing 
scores will be determined after the exams are given in March of the 2015-2016 school year 
prior to sending out the exam results. 
 
The examining body will send the exam results to each candidate, to the Department of 
Education and to the other organization required by law. The minimum scores required to pass 
the PCMAS respond to our agency’s public policy, the purpose of which is to promote and 
guarantee the highest professional competence among our teaching personnel. 
 



Any candidate can request the administering body review the exam results. Said body will 
notify the Department of Education about any change in the results. 
 
Period during which the Teacher Certification Exams minimum passing scores will be 
reviewed 
 
The Teacher Certification Exams minimum passing scores will be revised periodically over a 
period of at most five years. This will guarantee that the passing standards adjust to public 
education system dynamics and to professional teachers’ requirements. This policy has been in 
effect since the 2009-2010 school year. 
 
General Dispositions 
 

1. Through their teacher preparation programs Puerto Rico’s higher education institutions 
will be responsible for authorizing their students, who have completed the established 
requirements, to take the Teacher Certification Exams. If an aspiring candidate studied 
in different universities in Puerto Rico, the last institution where the candidate 
completed the requirements for taking the tests will authorize taking any of the 
certification exams: the regular exam, the specialization exam or both, as it applies. 
 

2. The Puerto Rico Department of Education’s Teacher Professional Development Institute 
(INDEPM) will authorize taking the PCMAS only for: 

 
a. aspiring candidates who completed their teacher preparation program off the 

island; 
 

b. those who completed their teacher preparation program ten or more years ago; 
or 

 
c. those who completed their teacher preparation program at a higher education 

institution that no longer exists. 
 

3. The regular teacher certification renewal process does not require the applicant to pass 
the exams again. For these purposes, the existing Puerto Rico Teaching Personnel 
Certification Regulations establish the provisions for this. 
 

4. Those aspiring to be School Social Workers and School Counselors are exempt from 
taking the PCMAS. 

 
This circular letter replaces the November 12, 2013 Circular Letter No. 19-2013-2014 provisions 
and any other provisions that conflict with those being established either totally or in part. 
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