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November 13, 2014 

Dr. Uroyoán R. Walker 

Ramos  

President 

University of Puerto Rico  

Jardin Botanico South Highway # 1 Intersection 847  

San Juan, Puerto Rico 00926-1117  

Esteemed Dr. Walker Ramos:  

Through its Professional Development Institute (PDI), the Puerto Rico Department of 

Education (PRDE) processed the classification of the Puerto Rico’s Higher Education 

Institution Teacher Preparation Programs (TPP) for 2014. The process was carried out 

during October 2014 taking into account the provisions, regulations, and agreements 

specified by law. This evaluation process was characterized by the discussion, critical 

reflection, and seriousness merited by such a serious task. The results were submitted to 

the Federal Government in the annual Teacher Report Card (TRC) and will be disclosed 

shortly to the general community. 

This classification, that is made every two years, consists of two parts as established by 

the Teacher Preparation Program Classification Regulations (2006):  

 Graduates’ performance on the Teacher Certification Exams (Spanish acronym - 

PCMAS) over the most recent five (5) years, process carried out by the College 

Board (CB)  

 Self-study submitted by the Higher Education Institution and processed by the 

PRDE  

The combined HEI TPP self-study results and student performances made up the final 

classification sent to the TRC. For the 2014 classification the relative weight assigned to 

the self-study was 20% and to the student performance on the PCMAS was 80% 

(Information Bulletin #16: activities and work calendar for preparing the Teacher Report 

Card about the Teacher Preparation Programs 2014-2015). We are informing you 

officially, the self-study results and the PCMAS results for the institution: 

University of Puerto Rico – Mayagüez Campus 

  

Translated by 

Dr. K. Wayland 



The 80% portion came from official information regarding Summary Pass Rates for the teacher 
preparation programs graduates’ over the past five years (2009-2010 to 2013-2014). 

The remaining 20% portion is based on a rubric six evaluation criteria. Each one carries a 
percentage (weight) related to the magnitude or importance of the corresponding information 
(quantitative or qualitative) that each university was expected to provide or show evidence. 
The relative weights were: 

 10% The overall vision of the teacher preparation program and the university 

 70% Standards and evaluation criteria 

 20% Findings and future agenda 

The self-study point assignments were converted (scaled) to 20% using a mathematical table. 

All those TPPs that are duly accredited by the prestigious professional associations approved 
by the Federal Department of Education (USDE) and that submitted evidence (sic of such 
accreditation) to the PRDE were automatically awarded 20% for the self-study.   

 
After checking and validating the data provided by the University of Puerto Rico Mayagüez 
campus, we report the following results: 
 

Self-study 20% 

PCMAS 70% 

TOTAL 90.0% 
 

In accordance with the Teacher Preparation Programs Classification Regulations (2006) as required by 
the Federal Higher Education Law Title II Section 207(f), Puerto Rico’s Secretary of Education classifies 
the TPPs in the following categories and scores: 
 

CLASSIFICATION SCORE 

Exemplary 100 – 95 

Excellent 94.9 – 90 

Good 89.9 – 80 

Satisfactory 79.9 – 75 

At Risk 74.9 – 60 

Low Performing 59.9 – 0 

 
  



The University that you represent received a 90.0% which corresponds to the classification Excellent. 
You as President have the right to request a review of all the data used and processes carried out for this 
classification. 
 
The Puerto Rico Department of Education is committed to providing the necessary technical assistance 
to institutions that received a final score of 74.9% or less in accordance with the priority areas, the 
particular needs, scope of the objectives and specified goals at the institution’s request within a period of 
six months following this notice. The specific activities needed to respond to the objectives of the 
requested technical assistance must relate to areas in which the PRDE can offer them. 
 
The Secretary of Education will provide matching funds for the projects that each institution submits for 
improving its TPPs up to an as yet undetermined maximum. Institutions will have to cover the costs 
surpassing this maximum for the strategies proposed to improve their respective teacher preparation 
programs. 
 
Prof. Clarimar Cruz Lergier, PRDE PDI director, has been designated as the agency’s official in charge 
receiving technical assistance petitions from those institutions that wish to request assistance as well as 
any related topic. 
 
This classification notice is considered public information. For more information regarding the self-studies 
or about anything related to these processes, you may call: 787-773-3618, 3638, 3632, or 3630 or send 
e-mail to cruzlc@de.pr.gov. 
 
Cordially 
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