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From the lab to the field: College students search for small fossils in Missouri River Breaks

By MAGGIE FULBRIGHT | Student Reporter

“By coming out to the Upper Missouri River Breaks for the 
past 19 years, I have gained a true appreciation for this place.”

At 19 years old, Lucy Rogers has spent part of every summer 
in the Upper Missouri River Breaks since she was four months 
old with her parents, Ray and Kristi, looking for fossils and 
small fossils (fossils measuring between 0.001mm and 1mm). 
Ray Rogers and Kristi Curry Rogers are both professors at 
Macalester College in St. Paul, Minn., and have been bringing 
students out to the Breaks for over two decades as part of the 
Keck Geology Consortium.

Keck Geo, based out of Minnesota, is a group of schools that 
support undergraduates who want to go into the field of geol-
ogy.

This year, 11 students traveled to the Breaks to search for 
fossils. Most students have finished their first year in college, 
but some are further into their college careers. The students 
spent three weeks in a lab at Macalester and then made the 
trip to the Monument and spent five days, July 15- July 20, 
camping on the Missouri River.

“We take our students to the Breaks because it is a spec-
tacular place to learn both geology and paleontology, and his-
tory of the West too,” Ray said. “There are great exposures of 
rocks and abundant fossils. Also, the rocks in the Breaks are 
Late Cretaceous in age, and we study Cretaceous rocks in Mon-
tana and in other parts of the world. It is just plain beautiful 
and wild out there.”

The group found many different types of fossils, small bits 
and pieces of dinosaurs, crocodiles, turtles, fish, and many 
more. Ray said they found the site many years ago, but traveled 
back to make new collections. 

“It’s probably good to note that the fossils we collect are 

curated at the Science Museum of Minnesota,” Ray said. “That 
way they can be protected and studied by us and other stu-
dents.” 

Students inspired by discoveries 
Katya Nicolayevsky is going into her second semester of 

sophomore year at Colorado College with geology as her major. 
Katya heard of the summer program through school, but was 
unsure if she would apply at first. After her acceptance to the 
program, she doesn’t regret the decision. 

“I really enjoyed just being able to go out there and be in 
the field for the first time,” Katya said. “Going up to the out-
cropping and seeing what we’ve researched in the lab out in 
the field was so cool.”

Nicolayevsky had not declared a major until recently, and 
shared why she chose to declare a geology major. 

“Everyone I’ve met that works in the geology department is 
so happy,” she said. “It lets you go outside, but you have time 
in the lab, there’s just this perfect balance.”

We take our students to the Breaks 

because it is a spectacular place to 

learn both geology and paleontology, 

and history of the West too.”
– Ray Rogers, professor

LASSOING IN LEWISTOWN

Corbin Fisher from Ashland leaps off his horse to tie down a calf in front of a sold-out crowd during the Central Montana Fair PRCA Rodeo on Thursday. See results 
on page 10.

Photo by Matthew Strissel

On a musical mission
Festival to feature six acts at Creekside Marketplace Aug. 6

By KATHERINE SEARS | Managing Editor

A leap of faith – that’s how organizer Renee Rummans 
describes what it’s taken to bring six musical acts to Lewis-
town to perform for “Centerfest,” a one-day music festival to 
be held Saturday Aug. 6 at Creekside Marketplace and Pavil-
ion. 

“It’s been a lot of planning and connecting with people 
who believe in the long-term goals of what a music festival 
can do for the Lewistown community and Central Montana,” 
said Rummans, whose company, Stone City, is producing the 
festival.

The day includes music, food and drink vendors, demon-
strations, and several activities to partake in. Some demon-
strations include how to make herbal infusions and furniture 
making with hand tools. Attendees will also be able to par-

ticipate in making festival bandanas with the Lewistown Art 
Center, face painting, and virtual reality. 

While there is a cost to attend the festival, the activities 
and demonstrations are free. 

“The mission behind Centerfest is to promote inclusion, 
generate connection, foster creativity, and share in collective 
joy,” said Rummans. “It’s kind of a celebration of that with all 
of the music on stage and the many different vendors.” 

Americana Roots Folk Rock band “The Steel Wheels” will 
headline the festival. Based out of the Blue Ridge Mountains 
of Virginia, the band boasts “an exciting and original take on 
folk, folk rock, and Appalachian roots music with a modern 
twist.” 

Renee Rummans, festival producer, Sarah Smith, vol-
unteer and outreach coordinator, and Cathy Barta, 
safety coordinator, stand at Creekside Park last 
week. The trio is ready to host a day of music on 
Aug. 6, along with the help of nearly 60 volunteers.

See Fossils  |  Page 5

See Music  |  Page 5

Fair rodeo sells out crowd, page 9.

https://www.lewistownnews.com/
mailto:EDITOR@lewistownnews.com
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By WILL BRIGGS | Reporter

A 
lot of time and work 
goes into putting on 
the Central Montana 
Fair each year, 

including that of the people 
who host and participate in 
its many different open com-
petitions, from agriculture to 
baking to photography. This 
year’s floral contest was no 
exception.

Judging took place Tues-
day when, over the course of 
three hours, Marie Hoyer, the 
contest’s National Garden 
Club-certified judge, and Flo-
ral Show Superintendent 
Kathryn Baldwin examined 
entries in around 100 differ-
ent categories at the Ag 
Building at the Fergus Coun-
ty Fairgrounds. Entries were 
divided into two classes: hor-
ticulture, consisting of flow-
ers and other plants grown 
by the contestants; and 
designs made up of different 
flowers, plants, and materials 
based on different themes, 
whether homegrown or pur-
chased. 

Within these classes, 
entries of the same type were 
judged against one another, 
with first, second, and third 
place awards given out based 
on a variety of judging crite-
ria.

Hoyer started with the 
horticulture entries, examin-
ing entries alphabetically by 
plant name, with Baldwin on 
hand to answer any ques-
tions about the entry or to 
clarify the guidelines for each 
category. This being a county 
fair, Baldwin said the judging 
process was a little less for-
mal.

“At professional flower 
shows, entries have to stay 
on the shelf, but with this 
being a fair, we’re a little 

more relaxed to try to get 
close to the flowers if need 
be,” she said.

As they went, Hoyer and 
Baldwin commented on each 

submission.
“Having leaves underwa-

ter is a big no-no,” Baldwin 
remarked while looking at a 
stem of delphiniums.

Underwater leaves were 
just one part of “grooming,” 
the fine art of cleaning and 
preparing entries for show.

“If there’s pollen on flow-
er petals or there are petals 
growing askew, you can 
brush off the pollen or use 
tweezers to remove a petal,” 
Baldwin said. “It’s basically 
anything people can do just 
for presentation – as long as 
they’re not breaking the nat-
ural shape of the plant. I try 
to catch that kind of stuff 
when people drop off their 
entries so they can fix it, but 
I don’t catch everything.”

Groupings of multiple 
flowers in the horticultural 
section were also required to 
have flowers resemble one 
another as closely as possi-
ble.

“These look like clones,” 
Hoyer said of a group of three 
day lilies. “This other entry 
has one that doesn’t match 
the other two. It’s amazing 
how many flowers you have 
to pick to get three that look 
like clones.”

Even plant height was 
considered during judging, 
with Baldwin and Hoyer 
laughing that they both 
brought a tape measure in 
case they needed to verify a 
sunflower’s height. Allow-
ances, however, were made 
for factors beyond contes-
tants’ control.

“There’s some leaf dam-
age, but with this weather, I 

won’t even think about 
counting off for that,” Hoyer 
said.

Once they reached the 
design entries, additional 
judging criteria became nec-
essary. With design themes 
ranging from Western to 
movies to Halloween and 
Christmas, submissions were 
judged based on composition 
and adherence to the theme.

“It’s not a design if you 
just put flowers into a con-
tainer,” Hoyer said. “The col-
ors need to go with the con-
tainer. The underlay needs to 
match the design both in 

color and in theme. Accesso-
ries have to be proportional 
to the plants and container. 
And you don’t have to use 
every flower in the garden. 
Less is more. The eye should 
be drawn naturally around 
the design rather than need-
ing to jump from one spot to 
another.”

The winner is…
After completing judging 

in every category, Hoyer 
needed to decide on “best in 
division” for both horticul-
ture and design.

“It’s hard because there 
are so many flowers,” she 
said. “A lot of work goes into 
these entries.”

Ultimately, Shirley Bar-
rick’s calle lily was chosen as 
best in horticulture, earning 
her a gift certificate from 
Krings Greenhouse.

“It’s an unusual plant for 
the area and therefore a chal-
lenge to grow,” Hoyer com-
mented. “It’s made of good 
material.”

Best in design went to 
Linda Blakemore for her 
Western-themed design of 
dry flowers. She received a 

gift certificate from Alpine 
Floral. Awards also went to 
youth entrants Arieanna 
Howard for her parallel 
design and Korbin Simpson 
for his Harry Potter-themed 
design.

While Baldwin and Hoyer 
were obviously pleased with 
the winning entries, they 
were even more proud of the 
high quality of the Central 
Montana Fair’s flower show 
in general.

“We’ve been told our show 
is better than the one in 
Great Falls,” Hoyer said.

They’d still like to see 
more entries, especially from 
newcomers.

“Design is a bit of a dying 
art,” Hoyer said. “A lot of 
people see mass-produced 
designs and think that’s what 
floral design is and it’s not.”

“That’s why we try to 
relax our barrier to entry,” 
Baldwin continued. “We 
want to get as many people 
as possible to participate. I 
can also answer any ques-
tions people have when they 
bring their flowers in. A cou-
ple people did that this year, 
which I was pleased with.”
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CMMC Welcomes Dr. Joel Barnett

3rd Year Medical Resident Physician

Dr. Joel Barnett

Onsite with CMMC 

7/25/22 – 8/12/22

Dr. Barnett received 
his Master’s degree 
in Physician Assistant 
Studies and taught at the 
Kettering College Physician 
Assistant Program before 
deciding to pursue a 
career in medicine. He 
graduated from Wright 
State University Boonshoft 
School of Medicine.

WWW.CMMC.HEALTH
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Fair season in full bloom
A look behind the curtain at this year’s floral contest and exhibition

Floral show superintendent Kathryn Baldwin (left) 
and judge Marie Hoyer examine a fern in the horti-
cultural division. 

Photos by Will Briggs

Linda Blakemore won best in division for her West-
ern-themed floral design.

Proceeding through the exhibit, judge Marie Hoyer marked the top three entries 
in each category, including for these brightly-colored marigolds.

https://www.cmmc.health/
https://www.cmmc.health/
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Thank You
I would like to thank everyone 

who stopped to help after my car 
accident on July 13th.

Many thanks to the First 
Responders, Lewistown and Grass 
Range Ambulances, Montana 
Highway Patrol, the helicopter 
crew, the CMMC Emergency Room 
staff, Billings Clinic Emergency 
Room, hospital and staff.

Thanks to all my family and friends 
for your prayers and concerns. It is 
much appreciated.

Dellie Finnkbeiner

COVID-19 VACCINATION CLINIC

Please contact us with any questions 
or to make an appointment. If this date does 

not work for you please contact us!

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3
Roundup Community Center (old high school)

10 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

Harlowton Faith Center (Lutheran Church)
2 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.

.

.

BLM issues final decision on 
bison grazing proposal for AP allotments

The Bureau of Land Management issued 
a final decision July 28 for a bison grazing 
proposal involving seven allotments in 
Phillips County, Montana, held by Ameri-
can Prairie, which allows for bison grazing 
on six of the seven allotments.  

The Telegraph Creek, Box Elder, Flat 
Creek, White Rock, French Coulee, Garey 
Coulee and East Dry Fork allotments – a 
total of approximately 63,500 acres of BLM-
administered lands – currently provide 
7,969 animal unit months of permitted use. 

One common allotment grazed with 
another livestock operator would remain 
approved for cattle-only grazing. Four of 
the allotments are approved for seasonal 
grazing with pasture rotation. Year-round 
grazing is approved for three allotments; 
two of which had been previously autho-
rized for bison grazing. There is no change 
in animal unit months on any of the allot-
ments. Most allotments will be managed 
under a pasture rotation grazing program. 

The final grazing decision, which 
describes the terms and conditions for 
each of the seven allotments, is based on 
existing laws, policies, and management 
plans, and supported by the analysis 
brought forward in its associated environ-
mental assessment and finding of no sig-
nificant impact, released on March 30, 
2022.  

The release of the final grazing decision 
initiates a 30-day BLM appeal period. Certi-
fied letters of notification have been sent 
to qualified interested publics, as defined 
by federal grazing regulations. More infor-
mation regarding the appeal period can be 
found within the final grazing decision.  

The final grazing decision and related 
documents are available on the BLM’s 
ePlanning website https://eplanning.blm.
gov/eplanning-ui/project/103543/510. Photo courtesy of Jonathan Mast on Unsplash

Dorothy Gremaux appointed 
to 911 Advisory Council

By KATHERINE SEARS | Managing Editor

Central Montana 911 Center Supervisor/Coordinator Doro-
thy Gremaux has been appointed to the Montana 9-1-1 Advi-

sory Council. The council is made up of 
18 members appointed by the governor. 

Gremaux’s appointment fills the qual-
ifications of a Public Safety Answering 
Point (PSAPS) Manager Serving a popu-
lation of less than 30,000. According to 
state code on the 911 Advisory Council, 
two such professionals must serve on the 
council, one that serves an area less than 
30,000 and one that serves an area great-
er than 30,000. 

Gremaux brings two decades of expe-
rience in emergency response to the 
council. 

“I have sat on this council as an alter-
nate for smaller PSAPS for quite a few 
terms,” said Gremaux. “I was chosen by 

the governor this year.”
The 9-1-1 Advisory Council provides 9-1-1 stakeholders the 

opportunity to participate in the development, implementa-
tion, and management of the State of Montana’s 9-1-1 Program. 
The Council advises the department on the allocation and dis-
tribution of 9-1-1 fees, makes recommendations on grant 
awards, provides advice on the statewide 9-1-1 plan, and gives 
guidance on other significant matters concerning 9-1-1 systems 
development and 9-1-1 services in the state of Montana.

The Council held its first meeting in June and will meet 
quarterly. Gremaux’s term will run through August 31, 2025.

Dorothy 
Gremaux

Health Board grants septic variance, 
approves resolution for burial of 
persons on private property

By KATHERINE SEARS | Managing Editor

The Fergus County Board of Health met for the third time 
on Monday, July 25. The five-member board previously met in 
March and May after the county commissioners voted last year 
to leave the Central Montana Health District. The new board is 
responsible for providing guidance and setting policy for the 
Fergus County Health Department. 

The board consists of Laurie Ray, Courtney Moline, Jordan 
Robins, Lisa Robinson, and Donna Van Tassel. Ray, Robins, Van 
Tassel, and Interim Health Officer Heather Thom were present 
at the meeting, along with Marlo Thomas, medical support 
assistant for the county; Amanda Rouse, county public health 
nurse; Danielle Reddish, tobacco prevention specialist for 
Family Planning; County Commissioner Sandy Youngbauer; 
and Fergus County Planner Pam Vosen. 

While still working through processes and adopting poli-
cies, board members took action on a few items at the Monday 
meeting.   

The board approved granting a variance for a residential 
septic system on Antler Lane in Moore. The system is located 
91 feet from a creek, but the state requires a setback of 100 feet. 
County Planner Pam Vosen explained that the drain field is 
higher than the creek, therefore the creek should not influence 

the drain field. 
“I don’t see any issue with approving this variance,” said 

Vosen. 
Barb Kingery, a contract sanitarian for the county, attended 

by phone and also advised the board to approve the variance. 
The item then went to the county commissioners on Tuesday, 
who ultimately approved granting the variance. 

The board also approved a resolution dealing with the 
burial of persons on private property. A resolution was in place 
when the county was part of the Central Montana Health Dis-
trict, but the board of health needs to adopt its own for Fergus 
County. The resolution sets forth the rules related to the dispo-
sition of bodies on private property. The resolution will be 
forwarded on to the county commissioners for a vote.  

A delegation form was also approved, which grants author-
ity for someone to make decisions in the event the health 
officer is away or unable to act quickly to make decisions. 
Heather Thom with the Fergus County Nurse’s Office is the 
interim health officer for the county. The board is still looking 
to fill the role of the health officer. Those interested can apply 
with the county. The officer cannot be a member of the Board 
of Health. In the event a board member applies and fills that 
role, they would need to resign from the board. 

The next meeting is scheduled for Monday, Oct. 24.

FWP’s Lewistown Area 
Office temporarily closed
 

Montana Fish, Wildlife and Parks’ Lewistown Area Resource 
Office will be closed from Aug. 1 to Aug. 5.

Beginning on Aug. 8, the office will be temporarily housed 
at FWP’s field station at 205 Aztec Drive in the Lewistown Air-
port grounds.  Office hours will remain the same, open from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Customers will still be able to purchase licenses either 
online or in-person at Lewistown’s other license provider, The 
Sport Center downtown.  Questions and phone calls may be 
directed to FWP’s Region 4 Headquarters in Great Falls at 406-
454-5841.

Help your business grow.

Call us at the News-Argus 
to start advertising.

535-3401

A regular meeting of the Lewistown City Commission will 
be held Monday, Aug. 1 at 7 p.m. at the Central Montana 
Community Center, located at 307 West Watson. 

Committee of the Whole will begin at 6 p.m. with a review 
of the 2022-23 annual budget. 

On the regular agenda is the airport annual report; 
discussion and action on authorizing the City Manager to enter 
into the Fish, Wildlife and Parks Montana Trail Stewardship 
Grant Program Project Agreement and sign the agreement; 
and discussion and action on approving a resolution requesting 
distribution of Bridge and Road Safety and Accountability 
Program Funds.

To participate virtually, join by Zoom at: https://zoom.us/j
/8486275925?pwd=dTVGbndDK253ZUJLMjRuZXU5QVpM
dz09

Use Meeting ID: 848 627 5925 and Passcode: 59457 
To participate by phone: dial (253) 215-8782. Use Meeting 

ID: 848 627 5925 and ßPasscode: 59457

City Commission to 
meet Monday evening

https://www.homfarminthedell.com/
https://www.mountainduckeggs.com/
https://eplanning.blm/
https://zoom.us/j


 

News-Argus subscriber rates
In County, Print and Digital: $5.85 per month; 3 
months: $19.25; 6 months: $38; 1 year: $70; 2 years: 
$122

Outside of Fergus County, but within Montana, 
Print and E-Edition: EZ pay: $6.25 per month; 3 
months: $40, 6 months: $53; 1 year: $82; 2 years: 
$142

Outside of Montana, Print and E-Edition: EZ Pay: 
$7.33 per month; 3 months: $47; 6 months: $64; 1 
year: $98; 2 years: $167

Digital Only (same rate applies regardless where 
subscriber lives):
EZ pay: $5.85 per month; 3 months: $19.25; 
6 months: $38; 1 year: $70; 2 years: $122

To subscribe, contact Bill Phillips at 535-3401 or circ@lewistownnews.com.

Office Hours
The Lewistown News-Argus is a twice-weekly 
 community newspaper that has been serving 
 Central Montana since 1883. 
Based in Lewistown, the News-Argus serves the 
 region from Winnett in the east to Stanford in the 
west and Winifred in the north all the way south to  
Judith Gap and everything in between. Our motto 
is “Covering Central  Montana Like the Stars.” 
The newspaper is published every Wednesday 
and Saturday by Central  Montana Publishing, 521 
W. Main, Lewistown MT, 59457. 
The News-Argus is open from 8 to 5 Monday 
through Friday. Our phone number is 535-3401 or 
800-879-5627. The manager of the business office  
is Lynn Toller. 

Have an idea for a news story? 
If you have a news tip, a correction, or any ques-
tion about the news, call 535-3401 and ask for 
Katherine Sears, the managing editor. She can be 
contacted by email at editor@lewistownnews.
com. Other members of the news and composi-
tion departments include Matthew Strissel, Deb 
Hill, Alice Neal, Megan Manley and William Briggs 
The deadline for the Wednesday edition is Mon-
day at 5 p.m. The deadline for the Saturday edition 
is Thursday at 5 p.m. 

Want to place a classified ad? 
To place a classified ad (want ads, for sale, etc.) call 
535-3401, email classified@lewistownnews.com, or 
fax to 535-3405. The Classified Manager is Meagan 
Baldry. The deadline for classified ads is 10 a.m. 
Tuesday for the Wednesday edition and 10 a.m. 
Friday for the  Saturday edition. 

Want to place a display ad? 
To place a display ad in the paper, call our adver-
tising department at 535-3401, email advertising1@
lewistownnews.com, or fax to 535-3405. The Adver-
tising Manager is Dearlene Hodik. The  advertising 
sales representatives are Terri Selph and Cindy Hall. 
The display advertising deadline is Monday at 5 
p.m. for the Wednesday edition and Thursday at 5 
p.m. for the Saturday edition. 

News-Argus website
The News-Argus website is located at www.lewis-
townnews.com. The site is updated throughout the 
week and features a sampling of the news stories 
from the print editions, as well as interactive polls, 
blogs and other news and entertainment.  The site 
also contains all of the ads that appear in the classi-
fied section as well as banner  advertising opportuni-
ties and display ads from the print edition. 
For questions about the website, email publisher@
lewistownnews.com. 

Commercial Printing
News-Argus Printing is a full-service commercial 
printing company, located in the basement of the 
newspaper office. They can print anything from 
business cards to full color brochures & magazines. 
Tim Hartford is the  Commercial Printing Manager. 
You can e-mail Tim at printmgr@lewistownnews.
com or call 535-3401. 

Who is the Publisher?
The publisher of the Lewistown News-Argus and 
News-Argus Printing is Jacques Rutten. He can be 
contacted at publisher@lewistownnews.com or by 
calling 535-3401.
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Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a redress of grievances.

A Glance Back

Teri Trask and her lamb, Rusty, representing “Mary Had a Little Lamb”, took 
third place honors in the miscellaneous division of the annual Kiddie Parade 
held in Lewistown Saturday morning. This photo was taken by Delores J. 
Hill, Lewistown Daily News staff member, and was in the Tuesday, August 
22, 1972 edition of the Lewistown Daily News.

Guest Opinons

By Lee H. Hamilton 
 
Many years ago, I was in the audience 

when the Rev. Jesse Jackson, the legendary 
civil rights activist and election mobilizer, 
gave a speech. He often used the 
catchphrase, “Keep hope alive!” 
when he spoke, and he did so that 
day. The audience picked it up as a 
chant. It was a memorable bit of 
political showmanship. 

A few years later, I gave a 
speech at a small college in Iowa. I 
used it to analyze all the 
challenges our country faced, 
domestic and foreign, and finished 
thinking I’d done a pretty good job 
of laying out our problems. 
Afterward, a young student came 
up to me. “That was a marvelous 
speech, Congressman,” she said. 
“I’ve just got one question: Is there any 
hope?” 

I realized then that, far from rising to the 
occasion, I’d failed. Jesse Jackson was right: 
You always have to leave your listeners with 
hope, and I had not done that. 

This is very hard to pull off, of course. We 
face a long list of seemingly intractable 
problems, from climate change to mass 
shootings to threats to our democratic 
processes to overseas rivals willing to test us 
at every turn. It’s easy to give in to despair. 
But Jackson and that student were right. We 
constantly need reminding that we can 
change things for the better. 

The reason is straightforward. The 

backbone of our system of representative 
democracy is its faith in ordinary Americans 
to step up to their responsibility as citizens to 
improve their corner of the world. If you rob 
people of hope, then you rob them of a 

reason to be involved. 
In decades of talking to people 

all over the country, I’ve been 
repeatedly impressed by the 
strength of citizens’ desire to 
improve their communities. They 
are solidly pragmatic and want the 
process to reflect fairly where 
people stand. I think that, without 
articulating it, they understand 
instinctively that keeping the 
process fair is crucial to keeping 
hope alive. 

I believe it can do just that—if 
it’s allowed to work, and if citizens 
are allowed to fulfill the basic 

responsibility of being involved. That’s why 
the hope of changing things for the better is 
so crucial. We may face serious, difficult 
problems, but if we allow ourselves to 
become discouraged—or even worse, to be 
discouraged from tackling them—then 
progress really will be impossible.  

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Representative Government; 
a Distinguished Scholar at the IU Hamilton 
Lugar School of Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor of Practice at the IU 
O’Neill School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years.

Always leave them with hope

Lee Hamilton

By Kim Abbot, Senator Pat Flowers, 
Senator Shannon O’Brien, and
 Representative Mary Caferro

When legislators meet in January for the 
2023 session, we’ll be walking in the door 
with well over a billion dollars in the bank. 
Not from new taxes or debt –this is money 
that hardworking Montanans have already 
paid in taxes but is just sitting idle. As the 
costs of basic necessities rise, it’s critical that 
we put that money to work to lower costs for 
working Montanans. There is plenty of grain 
in the grain bin, and it’s time to give that 
grain back to the people who put it there in 
the first place.

And we have a plan to do just that. We can 
put $1 billion to work right away to address 
the biggest crises that are hitting us in our 
wallets: the high cost of finding a home, ris-
ing property taxes, the lack of affordable 
child care, and the scarcity of mental health 
services. These are daunting challenges, but 
with bold solutions, we can overcome them.

In Missoula and Bozeman, working Mon-
tanans are living out of cars and RVs because 
they can’t find an affordable place to live. In 
Kalispell, Helena, Billings, and many other 
communities across our state, rising housing 
costs are locking young Montanans out of 
homeownership and making it nearly impos-
sible to find a place to rent. We know that the 
heart of this crisis is that demand for housing 
outpaces our housing supply. In 2019, Demo-
crats passed a bill to put $15 million into 
building over 250 new apartments guaran-
teed to be affordable for working folks. We 
want to turbocharge this successful model by 
putting $500 million more into it and dra-
matically increase the supply of housing that 
Montanans looking to rent or own can afford.

But for many Montanans who are already 
lucky enough to own their home, skyrocket-
ing property values are driving property taxes 
through the roof. We can tackle this problem 
with immediate relief through a one-time 
property tax refund targeted to working fami-
lies, not millionaires. For the long run, we 
can protect Montanans from rising property 
taxes through a measure that keeps property 
taxes from exceeding a certain portion of 
folks’ income. In total, we can put $250 mil-
lion back in Montanans’ pockets through 

property tax relief.
As housing takes up a bigger portion of 

our paychecks, child care is eating up another 
chunk of families’ budgets. Child care is a 
necessity, not a luxury, for working families, 
but it costs as much to put a kid in daycare as 
it does to send a kid to college. Meanwhile, 
child care spots are so scarce that we’re meet-
ing less than half of the demand in our state. 
That means there are communities where 
families cannot even find providers, even if 
they could afford them. We want to invest 
$125 million in getting new providers up and 
running in child care deserts, helping child 
care workers earn a living wage, and reducing 
out-of-pocket costs for families by expanding 
existing child care scholarships.

Unfortunately, almost all Montanans have 
been touched by the impacts of our state’s 
mental health crisis. Montana has the 3rd 
highest suicide rate in the country, and one in 
five of our kids has seriously considered sui-
cide. We took an ax to our community-based 
mental health infrastructure in 2017 and 
never built it back. We want to put $125 mil-
lion towards rebuilding community- and 
school-based mental health treatment, includ-
ing substance use treatment for those who 
need it. Folks need to be able to access care 
close to home where their friends and family 
are nearby to help them through their strug-
gles

Every Montanan should be able to afford 
to live where they work, but that’s becoming 
harder and harder for folks to do. Montanans 
have already sent an extra billion dollars to 
Helena in the form of taxes, and we think it 
makes sense to put that money back in their 
pockets so they can live–and thrive–in their 
own communities.

Make no mistake–this money won’t be 
coming out of your paychecks; this money 
won’t dip into our rainy day fund or our wild-
fire fund. The money to pay for these critical 
cost-cutting policies is sitting in a bank 
account in Helena. You’ve already put it there. 
Now, it’s about time you got some of it back.

House Minority Leader Kim Abbott (D-Helena), 
Senator Pat Flowers (D-Bozeman), Senator 
Shannon O’Brien (D-Missoula), and Representa-
tive Mary Caferro (D-Helena) serve in the Mon-
tana State Legislature.

Putting Montana’s money to work

Letter and Guest Opinion Policy
  The News-Argus welcomes letters to the editor and guest opinions 

on issues of interest to our readership in Central Montana. 

Guidelines for letter writers:

• Letters must be original and written 
exclusively for the News-Argus. 
We will not publish third party letters or 
opinions copied off the internet.  
• All letters must be signed by the author(s).
• Writers are asked to limit submissions to two 
per month, letters are 400 words or less.
• All letters and columns are subject to editing 
for clarity, conciseness, and taste.
• The editor reserves the right to edit or refrain 
from publishing letters that are 
libelous or are otherwise legally questionable.
• Those wishing to thank others are generally 

encouraged to take out an ad.
• Email your signed letters to editor@
lewistownnews.com, or mail them to: Editor, 
PO Box 900, Lewistown, MT 59457. 
• Please include your full name, address 
and phone number on the letter.

Writers with backgrounds in a particular field are 
welcome to submit guest opinions. Guest opinions 
should focus on one topic and provide enough 
information to allow readers to understand the issue 
and writer’s position. Please contact  the editor for 
guidelines on length: 
editor@lewistownnews.com or 535-3401.

https://www.lewistownnews.com/
https://www.lewistownnews.com/
https://www.lewistownnews.com/
https://www.townnews.com/
https://www.lewistownnews.com/
https://www.rioon.com/
mailto:circ@lewistownnews.com
mailto:classified@lewistownnews.com
mailto:publisher@lewistownnews.com
https://lewistownnews.com/
mailto:EDITOR@lewistownnews.com
mailto:editor@lewistownnews.com


 

Brooke Noonan will be a senior 
at Macalester College this fall, and 
was the near peer mentor this sum-
mer, meaning she is close to the age 
of the students on the trip, but 
posed more as a teacher’s assistant 
than a student. This was her first 
research opportunity involving 
small fossils in Montana, and she 
enjoyed canoeing for the first time 
and seeing small fossils outside the 
lab. 

“Picking it up yourself made it 
seem more of a real life experience 
than in a lab,” she said.

Irene Mendez made the longest 
travel to the Breaks out of anyone in 
the group. Irene is a rising junior 
pursuing a major in geology at the 
University of Puerto Rico Mayaguez. 
She knew she wanted to do some-
thing with geology and/or paleon-
tology this summer, and as she was 
researching, Keck Geo popped up. 
Looking to do some sightseeing, she 
applied for the program.

“I liked working in the field look-
ing for small fossils,” she said. “It 

requires patience and is very peace-
ful.”

Mendez also had some advice for 
anyone who may be looking to go to 
college to study geology.

“You’re going to have so much 
stuff to do and do stuff you never 
thought you’d do,” she said. “You 
will also find new things about 
yourself you didn’t know.”

Marisa “Zuul” Luft will be a 
sophomore at Macalester College 
this fall. Luft got the nickname 
“Zuul” from the Zuul dinosaur, a 
fossil discovery in the Judith River 
Formation near Havre that was 
named after the “Ghostbusters” 
demon. A dinosaur class taken with 
Kristi Ray inspired Luft to pursue 
majors geology and neuroscience. 

“I used to pick up rocks all the 
time,” said Luft. “I got to college 
and saw that I can actually do some-
thing with it.”

Ray and Kristi Rogers look for-
ward to bringing more students out 
into the Breaks and watch them 
realize that “this is the real thing.” 

When asked what his favorite 
part of bringing students into the 
Monument, Ray said, “I love watch-
ing them make their own discover-
ies and connect what they learned 
in the lab to what they find in the 
field.”

Fossils
<< From Front Page

The Steel Wheels are slated to 
play at 8 p.m. on the Creekside stage 
next Saturday. But, the day begins at 
1 p.m. with “The Calista Band.” The 
opening act will be followed by “The 
Hasslers,” Jeffrey Foucault, the Fer-

gus High Jazz Band, and Supaman. 
“There is purpose behind who 

we chose because at least three of 
the acts are Lewistown natives who 
have moved away to pursue music 
in other cities,” said Rummans.

While Rummans is excited about 
the entire lineup, she’s particularly 
proud of the jazz band for stepping 
up to play. 

“They agreed as a group to play 
Centerfest,” said Rummans. 
“They’ve given up their whole sum-

mer to commit to practice two days 
a week for this festival.”

The venue, Creekside, right along 
Main Street will set the stage for a 
delightful day of music.

“Creekside seems to be built for 
something like this,” said Rum-
mans. “It’s right in the heart of 
downtown – it’s the perfect place to 
begin.” 

The event is largely dependent 
on the 60 volunteers who have com-
mitted to help. With several other 

major events slated for Lewistown 
that weekend, Rummans said each 
group has worked together to work 
out logistics, including where every-
one will stay.

“We have farmers and ranchers 
who are opening up their property 
for people who are hauling camp-
ers,” said Rummans. “The response 
from the community has been so 
great.” 

 With this year’s event just a 
week away, organizers are already 

setting sights on the long-term goal.
“The long-term goal is being dis-

cussed,” said Rummans. “Ultimate-
ly, we want to make it a three-day 
festival where people come to our 
community to stay for the weekend. 
We’re already in negotiations for 
next year.”

Lewistown residents should be 
aware trail access behind the Creek-
side stage will be blocked off for the 
day, along with a portion of High 
Street. 
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The Keck Geo group canoeing down the river takes a picture at Woodhawk Bottom before 
launching. Front Row left to right: Jim Mitchel, Lucy Rogers, Marisa Luft, Kristi Curry Rogers, 
Autumn Jester, and Rebecca Flowers. Back row left to right: Irene Mendez Curbello, Ray Rogers, 
Katya Nicolayevsky, Sophia Esquenet, Breanda Gomez, Peyton Lewis, Lily Zugschwert, Brooke 
Noonan, and Jeff Thole. Photo courtesy of Kristi Curry Rogers

By DEB HILL | Reporter

After several years of digging, the 
excavation of the historic Reed and 
Bowles Trading Post north of town 
is coming to a close…at least in 
terms of work within the trading 
post building itself. 

Project Archaeologist Steve 
Aaberg and his crew started this 
year’s dig Wednesday, and plan to 
finish up in about 10 days.

“By the end of this season we will 
have the floor completely excavat-
ed,” Aaberg said.

The team of archaeologists is 
carefully digging down through 
what was the earthen floor of the log 
trading post built along the banks of 
the lower Spring Creek in 1874 by 
Alonzo Reed and Jim Bowles.

Working centimeter by centime-
ter back through time, the archae-
ologists scrape up the dirt and place 
it into buckets, which are then emp-
tied into large hanging screens that 
filter tiny artifacts out of the soil.

“Within the first two minutes of 
excavating today, we were finding 
nails and glass from windows and 
old bottles,” said Emily Askey, one of 
the crewmembers working with 
Aaberg.

The group has been working at 
the site since 2017, and has uncov-
ered a wide variety of artifacts, from 
Native American arrowheads to 
square nails to animal bones to old 
coins. Excavated artifacts are labeled, 
recorded and studied. All eventually 
will be housed at the Central Mon-

tana Museum.
In the first year of the dig, 

Aaberg’s team located remnants of 
the original “sill” logs – the bottom 
layer of logs forming the walls of the 
trading post.

“The logs are white pine and 
Douglas fir,” Aaberg said. “The story 
is that Reed and Bowles purchased 
them from Fort Sherman, a trading 
post that briefly operated near Casi-
no Creek. When Fort Sherman 
closed, they floated the logs down 
Spring Creek to build their business 
right on the Carroll Trail.”

While called a trading post, 
Aaberg said what Reed and Bowles 
ran was really more like a public 
house. That means archaeologists 
could find remnants of what people 
ate and drank, what they smoked, 
what they used for currency and 
what they traded for.

The reconstructed trading post 
building now sits off to the side of 
the original site, which is being 
mapped layer by layer as the dig 
continues. Yet to be excavated are 
the original well, what seems to be a 
blacksmith’s shop and a long ditch 
suspected to be the edge of a stock-
ade built of upright logs planted in 
the earth. 

Aaberg welcomes visitors to come 
out and watch the work going on at 
the Reed and Bowles site, which is 
located off Joyland Road a short dis-
tance past the Carroll Fishing Access 
site. Turn right on Poor Farm Road 
and park at the fence near the trad-
ing post.

Digging the past: Archaeology team 
continues work on Reed and Bowles Trading Post site

Archaeological crew members Emily Askey and Tristan Huxtable work within a grid to scrape tiny 
layers of soil away, exposing artifacts as they work down to the original floor level of what was 
the Reed and Bowles Trading Post.

Photo by Deb Hill

By DEB HILL | Reporter

After 10 lengthy meetings, most lasting 
four to five hours, on Tuesday the Fish, Wild-
life and Parks Elk Management Citizens 
Advisory Committee wrapped up its work 
with a final recommendation on how to bet-
ter handle elk populations and elk hunting 
across Montana.

The committee spent most of its time 
Tuesday hammering out their final sugges-
tion, titled “manage elk where they are not.” 
The focus is primarily on elk numbers on the 
west side of the state, which had historically 
been much higher than they are now. 

Ideas to increase elk populations that are 
under objective include updating FWP data 
with more current elk counts, basing elk 
population objectives on the capacity of the 
range and not on recent history, improving 
habitat and better managing predators.

Predator management was a key discus-
sion item, with several committee members 
suggesting options ranging from aerial hunts 
for wolves to using hounds for bears and 
lions. 

According to Deb O’Neill, FWP manager 
of special projects, predator management is 
very regulated, especially with regard to 
endangered species such as grizzly bears. 
Some predator management options are no 
longer available to the department, she said.

“Wolves are very hard to hunt individu-
ally, which is one reason so few are killed 
each year,” O’Neill said. “In the past when 

we could use poison, it was more effective [at 
bringing the wolf numbers down].”

After much discussion, the committee 
decided to focus their recommendation on 
improving elk numbers in hunting districts 

where they are under objective, including 
through predator control, but leaving the 
details up to FWP. The recommendation 
joins over 10 others the committee has for-
warded to FWP administration.

Near the end of the meeting, FWP Direc-
tor Hank Worsech joined to thank all 12 com-
mittee members for their work.

“I really appreciate everyone who took 
their time to do this,” Worsech said. “I want-
ed people who were free thinkers and would 
try to come up with solutions based on your 
own ideas and not on data from the depart-
ment.”

Worsech said the group had done exactly 
what he’d hoped it would.

According to O’Neill, the next step is to 
submit the group’s recommendations for fis-
cal and legal analysis. She said she hoped all 
would be publicly available by the end of 
August. Some of the recommendations will 
be submitted to the legislature and some can 
be directly implemented, if FWP decides to 
do so.

Stephanie Prater of Lewistown said she 
felt it was an honor to be a member of the 
advisory council.

“The Elk Management Citizens Advisory 
Group was a truly diverse group that worked 
well together.   We all listened to each other’s 
viewpoints and learned a lot from one anoth-
er. We may be on different sides of the fence 
on some issues surrounding elk, but hope-
fully our group will be a model for other 
vested interests on how to work together and 
find some common ground and compromise. 
We hope some of our recommendations will 
help improve elk management and quality 
hunting experiences for generations to 
come,” she told the News-Argus.

Elk management citizens committee approves final recommendation

Lissette Villarrubia
Highlight



 

F
ish, Wildlife and Parks 
fisheries biologists 
investigated a report of 
a fish kill on Rock 

Creek and the Milk River 
north of Hinsdale. According 
to the concerned landowner, 
who reported the kill to FWP 
on July 13, “Lots and lots” of 
dead fish were observed in 
the Milk River around the 

confluence with Rock Creek.
Upon investigation, biolo-

gists first observed dead fish 
downstream of the conflu-
ence of the Milk River and 
Rock Creek. Further search-
ing found dead fish 9.5 miles 
from the mouth of Rock 
Creek up to the Rock Creek 
Dam, although the full 
upstream extent was not 

determined. No dead fish 
were observed in the Milk 
River upstream of the conflu-
ence with Rock Creek.

“Whatever killed these 
fish was highly toxic as it 
killed carp, bullheads, catfish 
and a host of warm water fish 
species that are tolerate poor 
water quality,” says regional 
fish manager Steve Dalbey. 
Species observed include 
walleye, northern pike, carp, 
catfish, goldeye, bullhead, 
shorthead redhorse, river 
carpsucker, white sucker, 
freshwater drum, and buffa-
lo. 

Although the source of 
the fish kill was not deter-
mined, the timing and rate of 
decomposition of the fish 
suggest that the kill may 
have occurred July 9-11. The 
kill may be related to the 
high intensity rain events 
that occurred on July 8 and 9.  
According to the National 
Weather Service, 0.5 inches 
of rain fell the evening of 
July 8 and another 0.25 to 1.0 
inch of rain fell the evening 
of the July 9.   

Live fish were collected in 
the area at the time of the 
investigation indicating that 

the event was acute in nature 
and no abnormalities were 
observed. 

“All of this points to a 
toxicant that may have 
entered Rock Creek above 
the Rock Creek dam during 
the rain events of July 8 and 
9 and moved through the 
river,” added Dalbey. “It’s dif-

ficult to pinpoint where this 
occurred unless more fish are 
found in and around the 
affected reach of river,” adds 
Dalbey.

FWP will follow up with 
fish collection from the 
affected area to look at pos-
sible contaminants in the 
fish tissue. Currently there 

are no fish consumption 
advisories.

If members of the public 
have any information on 
what may have led to this 
fish kill or have other ques-
tions or concerns, please call 
your local FWP office: 
Glasgow:   406-228-3700, 
Havre:  406-265-6177.

Just as most cars need to be refueled constantly, so does the 
nation’s blood supply. The American Red Cross has faced a 
concerning drop in blood donations this summer. Donors are 
needed to make an appointment to give in August to help pre-
vent a blood shortage.

  The decline in donations has caused the Red Cross blood 
supply to shrink nearly 20 percent in recent weeks. The avail-
ability of blood products will continue to decline if donations 
do not increase. People should not wait until they hear there is 
a blood shortage to give. Type O negative blood donors are 
especially needed now.

 “This is a concerning trend that may soon make it tougher 
to keep blood products stocked on hospital shelves,” said Paul 
Sullivan, Red Cross senior vice president of donor services. “By 
choosing a time to give now, donors can help pump up the 
blood supply for those in immediate need of lifesaving care 
and those who rely on transfusions for treatment.”

Donors can schedule an appointment to donate using the 
Red Cross Blood Donor App, by visiting RedCrossBlood.org or 
by calling 1-800-RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767).

 

Fuel up on us
As blood donations drop, gas prices have reached all-time 

highs in the U.S. As a thank-you,  all who come to give Aug. 
1-31 will be automatically entered for a chance to win gas for a 
year, a $6,000 value. There will be three lucky winners. Every-

one who comes to give blood in August will also receive a $10 
e-gift card to a merchant of choice.*

 

Upcoming blood donation opportunities
   Fergus County:

Denton
• Aug. 2: 2 p.m. - 7 p.m., Denton Town 

Hall, 515 Broadway Ave.

 Lewistown
• Aug. 1: 11 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., First Chris-

tian Church of Lewistown, 103 12th Ave. S.
• Aug. 2: 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., First Christian Church of Lewis-

town, 103 12th Ave. S.
• Aug. 3: 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m., First Christian Church of Lewis-

town, 103 12th Ave. S. 
 

Blood drive safety 
The Red Cross follows a high standard of safety and infec-

tion control. The Red Cross will continue to socially distance 
wherever possible at blood drives, donation centers and facili-
ties. While donors are no longer required to wear a face mask, 
individuals may choose to continue to wear a mask for any 
reason. The Red Cross will also adhere to more stringent face 
mask requirements per state and/or local guidance, or at the 

request of blood drive sponsors. Donors are asked to schedule 
an appointment prior to arriving at a drive.  

 

How to donate blood
Simply download the American Red Cross Blood Donor 

App, visit  RedCrossBlood.org, call 1-800-
RED CROSS (1-800-733-2767) or enable 
the Blood Donor Skill on any Alexa Echo 
device to make an appointment or for 
more information. All blood types are 
needed to ensure a reliable supply for 
patients. A blood donor card or driver’s 

license or two other forms of identification are required at 
check-in. Individuals who are 17 years of age in most states (16 
with parental consent  where allowed by state law), weigh at 
least 110 pounds and are in generally good health may be eli-
gible to donate blood. High school students and other donors 
18 years of age and younger also have to meet certain height 
and weight requirements.

Blood and platelet donors can save time at their next dona-
tion by using RapidPass® to complete their pre-donation 
reading and health history questionnaire online, on the day of 
their donation, before arriving at the blood drive. To get start-
ed, follow the instructions at RedCrossBlood.org/RapidPass or 
use the Blood Donor App.
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Express condolences at www.creelfuneralhome.com

Kenny Rosman

Kenneth “Kenny” Rosman, 91
passed away July 18, 2022

GRAVESIDE SERVICE

Utica Cemetery
Sat., July 30th, 10:30 a.m.

Dale Ployhar

Dale Stanley Ployhar, 82
passed away June 19, 2022

FUNERAL MASS

St. Leo’s Catholic Church
Sat., Aug. 6th, 11:00 a.m.

Edward Landa

Edward Dale Landa, 83
passed away June 24, 2022

GRAVESIDE SERVICE

Lewistown City Cemetery
Sat., Aug. 6th, 1:00 p.m.

Jeanette Tilzey
Jeanette K. Tilzey, 78

passed away July 27, 2022

VIGIL SERVICE

St. Leo’s Catholic Church
Sun., July 31st, 7:00 p.m.

Viewing ~ 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

FUNERAL MASS

St. Leo’s Catholic Church
Monday, Aug. 1st, 10:00 a.m.

Polly Siebenaler
Pauline “Polly” Siebenaler, 92, 

passed away July 27, 2022

VIEWING

Creel Funeral Home
Mon., Aug. 1st, 

1:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Visitation ~ 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.

FUNERAL MASS

St. Leo’s Catholic Church
Tuesday, Aug. 2nd, 11:00 a.m.

Jeanette Tilzey
Jeanette Tilzey, 78, of Moore, passed away on July 27, 2022.
Jeanette was born on Sept. 6, 1943, in Lewistown, the daugh-

ter of Ray and Regina Wichman. She grew up on the family 
farm north of Moore and graduated from Moore High School in 
1961. On Sept. 21, 1962, she married her high school sweetheart, 

Ron Tilzey, in Moore. In their 59 years of 
marriage, they welcomed six children, 11 
grandchildren, and six great-grandchil-
dren. Family was everything to her.

She was employed at Central Montana 
Medical Center for 27 years and worked 
as a CNA and later as a ward clerk. She 
was a member of St. Mathias Church and 
Moore Modern Matrons.

She liked to bake for her family, gar-
dening, playing cards, reading, doing 
crossword puzzles, and attending her 
children, grandchildren, and great-grand-
children’s sporting and school events. She 

will be remembered for her kind personality and loving spirit.
Jeanette is survived by her spouse, Ronald Tilzey; children, 

Connie Olsen (Todd), Ron Tilzey (Tammy), Dennis Tilzey 
(BaLinda), Tom Tilzey (Jennifer), Sara Peterson (Todd), and 
Mike Tilzey (Amber); grandchildren, Jodi Cundiff (Travis), Jer-
emy Olsen (Jessi), Kala Jewett (Matt), Derek Tilzey, Taylor 
Grady (Trevor), Vanessa Tilzey, Kylee and Bree Peterson, Aidan, 
Mason, and Sadee Tilzey, Shaina Cecrle, Ashlynn Rodgers, and 
Adrian Wilson; great-grandchildren, Adysen and Ben Cundiff, 
Lucas, Rilee and Jade Olsen, and Dana Tilzey; siblings, Joan 
Flesch and Teresa (Tom) Stokes; brothers-in-law, Gary Nessan, 
Don Lippman, and George Geraets; and sisters-in-law, Patty 
Wichman, Barb Wichman, and Lou Tilzey. She is preceded in 
death by her parents, Ray and Regina Wichman; sisters, Betty 
Dexter and Donna Nessan; and brothers, Kenneth and Ron 
Wichman.

Parish Vigil Service will be held at St. Leo’s Catholic Church 
in Lewistown on Sunday, July 31, at 7 p.m. with viewing from 5 
to 7 p.m. Mass of Christian Burial will be held at St Leo’s Catho-
lic Church on Monday, Aug. 1, at 10 a.m. Right of Committal to 
follow at Mount Calvary Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to CMMC or St. Mathias Church. 

Arrangements are under the care of Creel Funeral Home. 
Please share memories and condolences at www.creelfuneral-
home.com.

Augusta Pauline ‘Polly’ Siebenaler
Augusta Pauline “Polly” Siebenaler, 92, passed away 

Wednesday, July 27, 2022, at the Central Montana Medical 
Center in Lewistown.

Polly was born June 26, 1930, in Bercail, Mont., to Frank 
Gothard Nilsen and Bertha May (Leslie) Nilsen. Polly lived in 
Bercail until she moved to Judith Gap 
with her family in approximately 1937. 
Polly married Michael Siebenaler on 
May 21, 1949, in White Sulphur Springs 
and then moved to Wyoming. Polly and 
Mike moved back to Judith Gap in 1951 
where they raised their children and 
Polly worked as the postmaster until she 
retired in 1990. Polly and Mike moved to 
Lewistown in 2005.

Polly enjoyed playing pinochle, talk-
ing and laughing with her family and 
friends, and riding around on the roads 
of Central Montana. 

Polly spent her life loving her family, God, and her com-
munity. She was a remarkable woman and brought joy to 
many with her kindness and sense of humor.

Polly was preceded in death by her husband, Mike; par-
ents; and her six siblings.

Survivors include her children, Kathi Peccia of Eugene, 
Ore., Mary Ann (Tyrone) Robinson of Great Falls, Kenny 
(Shirley) Siebenaler of Sidney, and Joe (Becky) Siebenaler of 
Victor; five grandchildren; five great-grandchildren; and five 
step-grandchildren and their families.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests making contribu-
tions to Council on Aging.

Viewing and visitation will be held at the Creel Funeral 
Home Chapel, Monday, Aug. 1, from 1 to 7 p.m., with the fam-
ily receiving guests from 5 to 7 p.m. There will also be viewing 
at the church, one hour prior to the service. Mass of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated at St. Leo’s Catholic Church of Lew-
istown on Tuesday, Aug. 2, at 11 a.m. Rite of Committal will 
follow at the Judith Gap Cemetery, with a luncheon for fam-
ily and friends at the Community United Methodist Church 
in Judith Gap.

Services are under the care of Creel Funeral Home. Polly’s 
family and friends are invited to share memories and condo-
lences at www.creelfuneralhome.com.

Edward Dale Landa
Edward Dale Landa, 83, passed away peacefully on June 24, 

2022, in his home in Temple, Texas. A graveside service with 
Military Honors will be held on Saturday, Aug. 6, at 1 p.m. in 
the veterans section of Lewistown City Cemetery. 

Edward was born on March 1, 1939, to Emil and Dorothy 
Dean (Foster) Landa in Lewistown. He 
was the first born out of five children. 
He was raised on the farm in Hilger 
until his father moved the family to Roy 
to work for the Milwaukee Railroad. At 
that time, Edward began his love for 
farm equipment, especially tractors and 
trains.

After graduating from Roy High 
School in 1957, Edward enlisted in the 
Army. He served in many units through-
out his career along with spending many 
years in Vietnam as a Helicopter Crew 
Chief. He had received numerous med-

als, awards and unit presidential citations throughout his 
career.

After retiring from the Army, he made a home for himself 
in Temple, Texas, where he remained there until his death. 
He was a member of the D.A.V., Temple VFW, and a volunteer 
at the VA Hospital in Temple.

Among his many interests and hob-
bies, he enjoyed photography, aeronau-
tics, collecting scale sized tractors, 
trains, and automobiles.

Edward was preceded in death by his 
parents; his sisters, Dorothy (Sally) 
Steinke, Margaret (June) Zowada; two 
infant siblings; nephew, Rodney Sand; 
and great nephew, Roger Lee Sand. 

He is survived by his nephew, Roger Sand and his wife, 
Rochelle of Great Falls; twelve great nieces and nephews; and 
twelve great-great nieces and nephews. 

Creel Funeral Home is assisting with arrangements. Please 
share memories and condolences at www.creefuneralhome.
com.

Blood donors needed now to help prevent a seasonal blood shortage
Chance at gas for a year for those who come to give in August, plus $10 e-gift card

Fish kill in Milk River and Rock Creek north of Hinsdale

https://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://www.creelfuneralhome.com/
https://www.home.com/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/
https://www.creelfuneralhome.com/
https://www.redcrossblood.org/rapidpass


 

The organizers of a new program to educate Montanans 
about meat goats as an income opportunity are hosting two free, 
public field days that will focus on meat goat production, mar-
keting, predation, regulations and related topics. Registration is 
required by Wednesday, July 27, for both events.

The workshops are the initial offerings from GoatMT, a two-
year collaboration between  Montana State University Exten-
sion and Bar 88 Consulting and Livestock. The goal is to provide 
training and support for Montana meat goat producers and 
those interested in starting, expanding or diversifying their 
operations.

A commercial meat goat workshop is scheduled from 1 to 4 
p.m. Friday, July 29, at the Mountain View Co-op Feed Store, 1111 
Smelter Ave. NE in Black Eagle. Topics include general produc-
tion information and a producer panel that will compare pro-
duction of meat goats to hair goats and production of wool 
sheep to hair sheep.

A second workshop is set for 1 to 7 p.m. Sunday, July 31, at 150 
N. Frontage Road in Park City. Directional signs will be posted. 
Topics at this workshop include prescriptive grazing consider-
ations, health protocols, a tour of the Hollenbeck ranch facilities 
and a goat barbecue with tips on how to prepare goat meat.

Speakers at both events include Reid Redden, Texas A&M 
AgriLife Extension sheep and goat specialist; Carl Whitworth, a 
Texas rancher and meat goat producer; and representatives 
from Wildlife Services, MSU Extension, the American Goat Fed-
eration and the Montana Wool Growers Association. Goat pro-

ducers will host a marketing and production panel at both 
workshops.

Over the next two years, program leaders plan to hold work-
shops, webinars and on-farm trainings, as well as provide men-
toring across the state to address the need and growing demand 
for information about goat production, said Brent Roeder, MSU 
Extension sheep specialist.

“Goat production has expanded over the past 20 years, from 
the traditional production areas of the desert southwest into 
almost all areas of the U.S.,” Roeder said. “Small-acreage produc-
ers and larger cattle operations are now adding goats for weed 
control and income diversification.”

Meat goat kids are selling for $3 to $4 per pound, he added, 
leading producers to explore adding goats as another source of 
revenue.

“The same markets fueling the strong demand for lamb are 

now also leading the demand for more goat meat than the U.S. 
can supply,” Roeder said. “In the past, the U.S. has been the 
world’s largest importer of goat meat at 50 million pounds per 
year, mostly from Australia, but with proper genetics and man-
agement, goats can be successfully run in Montana.”

To register for one or both workshops or for more informa-
tion about the workshops, email Denise Hoepfner at  denise.
hoepfner@montana.edu. For more information about Goat 
Montana, visit goatmt.org.

	

www.LewistownLivestock.com

Upcoming Sale Calendar
Tues. August 2 - All Class Cattle Sale

Tues. August 9 - ** NO SALE **
Tues. August 16 - All Class Cattle Sale

Tues. August 23 - ** NO SALE **
Tues. August 30 - Yearling Special & All Class 

Cattle Sale
Tues. Sept. 6 - ** NO SALE **

Tues. Sept. 13 - Anniversary Sale Yearling Special
Tues. Sept. 20 - ** NO SALE **

Tues. Sept. 27 - All Class Cattle Sale

UPCOMING 
SALES

Central	Montana’s	Market	
Tuesday	Sales

Office
406-535-3535

83 Stockyard Lane
 Lewistown, MT

Kyle Shobe
406-366-0472

Lewistown Precipitation

July 2022: 2.62
Oct. 1, 2021 to Date: 11.41
2022 Year to Date: 9.65
Normal Oct. 1 to Date: 13.91
Normal Year to Date: 11.46
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By KRIS DESCHEEMAEKER
Special to the News-Argus

T
hree area cattle pro-
ducers have been cho-
sen for the inaugural 
class of the Montana 

Stockgrowers Association 
(MSAG) M Bar Academy. Stan 
Olson of Hobson, Leoma 
Wells of Roy, and Amber Sitz 
of Lewistown attended their 
first class for the M Bar Acad-
emy in Butte the second week 
in June along with 12 others 
from across the state of Mon-
tana.

The Academy will foster 
and grow leaders in the Mon-
tana ranching industry and 
provide individuals with the 
opportunity to improve lead-
ership skills, gain understand-
ing of industry issues and 
develop the expertise needed 
to provide leadership in the 
Montana Stockgrowers, its 
partner organizations, in pub-
lic service and in the cattle 
industry. 

Olson grew up in Mount 
Vernon, Wash., where his 
family worked in the dairy 
business selling DeLaval milk-
ing equipment and milking 
Jersey cows. After college, he 
and his parents owned and 
operated a retail ag supply 
business, specializing in hi-
tensile fencing materials and 
high-quality livestock hay. 

Olson married a Montana 
ranch girl and moved to Mon-
tana where he bought into 
the family ranch near Hob-
son. Stan and Audrey now 
run a custom grazing pro-
gram in the summer and fall 
months where they contract 

with neighboring ranches to 
run cow/calf pairs. They man-
age the herd’s movements 
and pasture usage, which 
enables the Olsons to pursue 
their interests in regenerative 
agriculture.

“The M Bar Academy is a 
great opportunity to train 
future leaders and key com-
municators in the cattle 
industry,” said Olson. “We 
need more people in our pro-
fession to confidently and 
clearly articulate how we pos-
itively contribute to feeding 
the world.” 

Olson is hoping his atten-
dance at the academy will 
increase his understanding of 
the beef industry and help 
him articulate both the bene-
fits and challenges the indus-
try faces. 

Leoma Wells has been a 
resident of Roy for a short 
time and is grateful to be in a 
smaller community, similar to 
where she grew up in central 
California. She had spent the 
last 16 years in Bozeman, 
where she worked for the 
American Simmental Associ-
ation up until 2015 when she 
created her own business, 
Data Genie LLC. In 2018 she 
started working for NEOGEN 
as a strategic account manag-
er and continues in that role 
along with the Data Genie 
business. 

Data Genie LLC is a cattle 
data management service 
that takes care of the 
reporting and or register-
ing process for registered 
cattle operations. Wells 
can assist with implement-
ing data collection meth-

ods, offers DNA testing guid-
ance, and targets the needs 
and goals of individual opera-
tions. In her role at NEOGEN, 
Wells works in the bovine 
genomic division managing 
beef breed association busi-
ness across the U.S. 

“I would like to become 
more involved with the Mon-
tana Stockgrowers long term 
and am always interested in 
expanding my network and 
working together on ways we 
can advocate and promote 
our industry,” said Wells when 
asked why she applied for the 
M Bar Academy. “The Acade-
my will provide the tools and 
training necessary to empow-
er us to step into roles, either 
on the ranch or off, and lead 
from a place of confidence 
and self-awareness.” 

Wells looks forward to 
learning about the legislative 
process, and how she can 
assist with securing the future 
of agriculture and helping 
others navigate through the 
many disruptions facing the 
agriculture industry. 

Amber Sitz grew up on a 
registered angus ranch in Dil-
lion. She attended Montana 
State University-Northern, 
where she obtained her nurs-
ing degree and has been 
working at the Central Mon-
tana Hospital while also doing 
social media work for her 
family ranch. 

“I make it back to the 
ranch as much as I can to help 
out my family,” said Sitz. 

She will be moving back to 
Dillion to help more on the 
family ranch and will contin-
ue her nursing career at Bar-
rett Hospital and healthcare 
in Dillion. 

“I applied for the M Bar 
Academy because I am inter-
ested in networking with like-
minded individuals who are 
interested in the agriculture 
industry,” Sitz said. “I also 
applied to gain knowledge 
about how I can become a 
better leader in this industry 
while also learning about the 
industry itself.”

The first session of the M 
Bar Academy started with the 
process of getting to know fel-
low participants. Karen 
Eddington from the Under 
Pressure Project led the group 
in a mental health discussion 
and provided tools and meth-
ods to incorporate into every-
day life to help with conflict 
and workloads. Jim Bishop 
from Conjunction Leadership 
reviewed a personality and 
strengths assessment test 
each participant had complet-
ed before the start of the 
academy. 

Sitz noted that after one 
session, she feels like the pro-
gram is pushing her out of 
her comfort zone and will 
help her be a more confident 
advocate for the agriculture 
industry. 

“I believe that it will help 
encourage people to get more 

involved in the agriculture 
organizations, including 
Stockgrowers,” explained Sitz. 

On the docket for future 
sessions of the Academy 

include attendance at the 
2022 and 2023 Montana Stock-
grower annual conventions 
held in Billings in December, 
the 2023 legislative session in 

Helena and the 2023 MSGA 
summer meeting, ranch tours 
and more working sessions 
held in various cities around 
the state.

Central Montana producers 
attend first session of MSGA M Bar Academy

The inaugural class of the MSGA M Bar Academy meet in Butte in June. A meet 
and greet for class members, mental health discussions and personality test 
results were on the agenda for the two day session.  

Amber Sitz, MSGA M Bar Academy, takes a break 
from working cattle on her family ranch to snuggle 
“Millie.”

Leoma Wells, M Bar Academy participant, collecting a DNA sample from a calf 
born this spring.           Photos courtesy of Kris Descheemaeker

MSU Extension, GoatMT to host public field days about meat goats

https://www.visitgoatmt.org/
https://www.lewistownnews.com/
https://www.livestock.com/
mailto:hoepfner@montana.edu
https://lewistownnews.com/
mailto:EDITOR@lewistownnews.com
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Keep Calm
and let 

Dr. B Handle It
RAB Dental, LLC

Robert A Bronecki DDS
306 E. 1st St

Laurel MT 59044

406-633-4910

OPEN: Sat., 9-1; Wed & Fri. evenings at 6

538-7160

This is a good place to help your business grow.

Call 535-3401 and 

explore the possibilities!

Assisted living with 
individualized, personal care.

RN on Staff * Homemade Meals
Peaceful Family Lifestyle

221 & 217 McKinley St. • (406) 538-9853

www.caslenlc.com

413 W. Main St.

Suite 2

Lewistown, MT 59457

406designmt@gmail.com

www.406designmt.com

Steve Fraser
Your Independent Agent
Specializing in

Turning 65?
Call Steve Fraser

Medicare Supplements
Medicare Advantage Plans

Cell: 350-3295
Home: 423-5322

RDV Solar R Diamond V Inc.

Custom Builders

Restoration and
New Construction 
Alternative Energy
Recycled, Log, and
Natural Materials

Richard Leach - Valerie Ridgeway-Leach

406-366-0291

www.RDVSolar.com

Design and install 
of Off-grid and 

Grid Tie Systems
Service of 

existing systems

Call Robert Snyder 
at (406)350-1031

Central Electric, Inc., established in 1958, is 
here for all your electrical needs, including 
commercial, industrial, residential and 
service. From large to small, we have you 
covered. We take pride in working with our 
clients to establish and provide their electrical 

needs with quality and cost-efficient manners.
Thank you to all our loyal customers who 

have trusted us to be their electrical contractor 
of choice. We look forward to expanding this 
trust with customers just like you. Think of 
Central Electric, Inc. for your next electrical 

project: outlets not working, house remodel, 
new construction, and much more; we have 
you covered. Remember we take pride in 
providing you with your electrical needs 
while adhering to the core value of Hassle 
Free Performance.

406-538-3786 
805 Truck Bypass, Lewistown, MT 59457

https://www.406designmt.com/
https://www.jeaninependergrassmt.fbfsagents.com/
https://www.do-allconstruction.com/
https://www.caslenlc.com/
https://www.gmail.com/
https://www.gmail.com/
https://www.lightyourworld.org/
https://www.rdvsolar.com/
mailto:406designmt@gmail.com
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Sellout crowd at the Central Montana PRCA Rodeo
By MATTHEW STRISSEL

Sports Editor

T
he Fergus County Fair-
grounds stadium was packed 
on Thursday as the second 
night of the rodeo was sold 

out this year at the Central Montana 
Fair. While Wednesday’s crows was a 
little smaller, it was still a good 
showing of fans.

Several cowboys and cowgirls 
traveled near and far to vie for the 
top spot in their respective competi-
tions. The following are the results 
of the two-day event.

Bareback riding
1. Caleb Bennett, 89.5 points on J 

Bar J’s Yum Bugs, $2,507; 2. Clay 
Stone, 88, $1,922; 3. Waylon Bour-
geois, 86.5, $1,421; 4. George Gil-
lespie IV, 84, $919; 5. Trevar McAl-
lister, 83, $585; 6. Rocker Steiner, 
82.5, $418; 7. (tie) Mike Solberg and 
Tucker Zingg, 81, $292 each.

Steer wrestling
1. (tie) Brady Boyce and Ty Erick-

son, 4.6 seconds, $1,744 each; 3. Dirk 
Tavenner, 4.7, $1,250; 4. (tie) Kris 
Anderson and Kolby Bignell, 5.0, 
$757 each; 6. Bridger Chambers, 5.3, 
$329.

Team roping
1. Levi Simpson/Ryan Motes, 4.6 

seconds, $2,508 each; 2. Garrett Rog-
ers/Justin Davis, 4.9, $2,181; 3. 
Kolton Schmidt/Cole Davison, 5.0, 
$1,854; 4. Aaron Tsinigine/Kasper 
Roy, 5.2, $1,527; 5. Radley Day/Jared 
Bilby, 5.4, $1,199; 6. Sid Sorge/Taner 
Sorge, 5.7, $872; 7. Caleb Berquist/
Teegan Leno, 6.3, $545; 8. Cadee Wil-
liams/Landon Williams, 7.2, $218.

Saddle bronc riding
1. Jake Watson, 87 points on J Bar 

J’s In The Lu, $3,220; 2. (tie) Isaac 
Diaz and Q Taylor, 85, $2,147 each; 4. 
Jake Burwash, 84, $1,181; 5. Brody 
Wells, 83.5, $751; 6. Damian Bren-
nan, 82.5, $537; 7. Blaise Freeman, 
82, $429; 8. Zeke Thurston, 80, $322.

Tie-down roping
1. Caleb Berquist, 8.6 seconds, 

$1,967; 2. (tie) Zack Jongbloed and 
Benny Mosley, 8.8, $1,582 each; 4. 
(tie) Haven Meged and Jason Smith, 

8.9, $1,069 each; 6. Clayton Smith, 
9.1, $684; 7. Tyler Boxleitner, 10.0, 
$428; 8. Shane Smith, 10.5, $171.

Breakaway roping
1. (tie) Callahan Otoupalik and 

Tiffany Schieck, 1.9 seconds, $2,695 
each; 3. Elizabeth French, 2.0, 
$2,040; 4. (tie) Peggy Garman and 
Sammy Taylor, 2.1, $1,603 each; 6. 
Lynn Smith, 2.2, $1,020; 7. Lari Dee 
Guy, 2.4, $729; 8. (tie) Bryana Leh-
rmann and McKinnon Little, 2.5, 

$546 each; 10. (tie) Mandy Newman 
and Dusti Stockton, 2.6, $401 each; 
12. (tie) Meghan McGinley and Kay-
cee Sherrard, 2.7, $146 each.

Barrel racing
1. Maggie Poloncic, 17.35 seconds, 

$2,069; 2. Hailey Garrison, 17.37, 
$1,773; 3. Alexis McDonald, 17.40, 
$1,478; 4. (tie) Ashley Day and Tia 
Murphy, 17.44, $1,133 each; 6. Heath-
er Crowley, 17.46, $788; 7. Tisha Lars-
en, 17.58, $591; 8. Rene Cloninger, 
17.61, $394; 9. (tie) Abigail Knight 

and Heidi Schmid, 17.72, $246 each.

Bull riding
1. Tristan O’Neal, 83 points on J 

Bar J’s Loaded Dice, $1,963; 2. Logan 
Peterson, 82.5, $1,522; 3. (tie) Jordan 
Hansen and Jake Lockwood, 81, $955 
each; 5. McCoy Morton, 77, $514; 6. 
Jared Parsonage, 72, $388; No other 
qualified rides. (all totals include 
ground money).

All-around cowboy
Caleb Berquist, $2,513, tie-down 

roping and team roping.

Total payoff: $73,882. Stock con-
tractors: J Bar J and Pickett Pro 
Rodeo Co. Rodeo secretary: Marlene 
Dreesen. Officials: Del Nose and 
Matt Weishoff. Timers: Jan Marshall 
and Paige Oveson. Announcer: Will 
Rasmussen. Clown/barrelman: Don-
nie Landis. Flankman: Sparky 
Dreesen. Pickup men: Ben Wrzesin-
ski and Ryan Hanna. Music director: 
Jaycee Searer. Photographer: Mary 
Peters.

J.C. Crowley of Poplar chases down a calf during the Central Montana Fair PRCA rodeo on Thursday night.
Photos by Matthew Strissel

Jake Lockwood from Volborg rides the bull named Hard Case at the rodeo. Lockwood scored an 
81 on the ride, tying for third place and winning $955.

Cierra Erickson charges her horse toward the second barrel in 
the barrel racing competition at the rodeo. 

Dustin Morigeau of Kalispell gets bucked off the horse named Blonde Lizard during the saddle 
bronc riding competition at the Central Montana Fair rodeo on Thursday night.

Whitney Levine lassos a calf during the breakaway roping com-
petition on Thursday. Levine scored a 4.3 during the event.

https://www.lewistownnews.com/
https://lewistownnews.com/
mailto:EDITOR@lewistownnews.com
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CIVIC CENTER CALENDAR
(may be subject to change)

Aug. 1–7

OPEN GYMS:
Monday   9 a.m.–noon, 5:30–6:50 p.m.
Tuesday   9 a.m.–noon, 5:30–6:50 p.m.
Wednesday  9 a.m.–noon, 1:15–6:50 p.m.
Thursday  9 a.m.–noon, 1:15–6:50 p.m.
Friday   9 a.m.–noon, 1:15–5:50 p.m.
Saturday  None
Sunday   None

Volleyball  Thurs., 7–8:25 p.m.
Pickleball    Mon.–Fri., 8:15–10:30 a.m.
Park & Rec. board mtg.Wed., 7 p.m.
HEMA   Wed., Thurs., 6 p.m.
Noon Rec.  Mon.–Fri., Noon–1:15 p.m.
Private group/parties Mon., Tues., 1:30–5:30.
Walk and Jog  Tues.–Fri., 7–8:15 p.m.
Strong Women  Tues., Thurs. noon–1 p.m.

The state swim meet will be held Saturday/Sunday, Aug. 
6-7. Open swim hours on Friday will be from 1:15 to 6 pm., 
Saturday open from 6-8 p.m. No open swim on Sunday, 
Aug. 7. Questions, call the pool at 535-4503.

Little Eagle flag football registration is taking place at the 
Civic Center on Monday, July 18 through Friday, July 29. 
Registration slips can be picked up and returned to the 
Civic Center. It is for any youth from first grade through 
sixth grade. Questions, call the Civic Center.

For most of the summer, the Civic Center will be closed on 
Saturdays and Sundays except for special occasions.

The July, 2022, Gun-A-Month raffle was held at the 
Sport Center on July 26.  Malcolm Johnson of Lewistown 
did the honors of drawing the winning ticket.

The July winner is:
Storfa’s Service (Ike Waltari)  of Lewistown, MT
Winner of the Remington 870 12ga. Shotgun.
Congratulation Storfa’s Service (Ike Waltari)  and 

thanks for supporting the Redbirds.
Also, thank you to John and Colby Tognetti and staff 

for continuing to be great supporters of the Lewistown 
Redbirds.

Barrels and Poles event draws 184 contestants
The action was fast and 

furious at the “It’s Showtime” 
Central Montana Fair Barrels 
and Poles event at the Fergus 
County Fairgrounds held Sun-
day, July 24. Event producer, 
Candi Zion stated, “Despite 
high fuel prices, we had an 
increase this year in entries 
which totaled 184. Contes-
tants came from all over the 
state, including the Hi-Line, 
Billings, Helena, Bozeman, 
Cut Bank, Great Falls, and 
Polson. Some even came from 
Wyoming.”

Zion said contestants were 
drawn by the increased added 
money, the WPRA approved 
barrel race, the $1,000 added 
Barrel Breeders Incentive, the 
Futurity for 4-5 year old hors-
es and the Derby for 6-8 year 
old horses. The event was also 
sanctioned by the Montana 
Barrel Horse Association and 
UBRC. Members who entered 
and/or won money qualified 
for those association finals 
and standings. 

Besides running at more 
added money and events this 
year, barrel racers received 
random draw awards and 
prizes from services available 
on site. MBHA District 4 gave 
away GutX equine products, 
Candi Zion donated rodeo 
tickets, Donna Johnson 
donated Seacret brushes, the 
mobile Tack Store gave away 
$25 gift certificates, and Jen-
nifer Shields (acuscope) and 
Paige Raty (equine massage 
therapy) donated several ses-
sions to the barrel racers. 

Fairgrounds staff worked 
diligently to groom and water 
the arena making the condi-
tions perfect for good footing 
and fast times. 

“The barrel racers have 
been telling me how much 
they appreciated having such 
great ground,” said Zion. “I 
anticipate an increase in par-
ticipation over the coming 
years as the word gets out 
about how good it is here.”

But it isn’t just the ground 
and increased added money 
that attracts contestants. Zion 
said they come for the 4-H 
food, the nice stalling accom-
modations, the warm-up 
arena, and beautifully mani-
cured lawn, shade trees and 
gorgeous mountain ranges. 

“There isn’t any other 
place like this in Montana 
that offers all of these things,” 
said Zion. 

The following are the 
results of the event.

Peewees
1D: Marlee Granell on 

Chuckles, 44.956, $26.
2D: Presley Probert on 

Bonvester Grande, 50.363, 
$16.

3D: Keira Hinebauch on 
Smarty, 53.507,$11.

Peewees, open
1D: 1st Emma Hershberger 

on Gus, 24.479, $22. 2nd Abby 
Lowe on Little Miss Ty, 25.714 
$15.

2D: 1st Mesa Granell on 
Chuckles, 28.092, $22.

3D: 1st Cooley Miller on 
Spook, 30.303 $9. 2nd Bristol 
DeSavuer on Chex, 35.189 $6.

Youth 3D Barrels
1D: 1st Aislinn Handy on 

Grey Devils Express, 18.743,  
$103. 2nd Kyla Burchard on 
Bugmeawave, 19.079, $69.

2D: 1st Aislinn Handy on 
Hope, 19.583, $62. 2nd Kyla 
Burchard on Uptowns Foxy 
Star, 19.703, $41.

3D: 1st Jacey Chromey on 
Texas Jacks Cricket, 20.253,  
$41. 2nd Cadence Lehman on 
Anney, 24.287, $27.

Open 4D Barrels  
1D: 1st Jessica Desavuer on 

Missin Nothin, 17.808, $444. 
2nd Missy Givens on Fabs 

Gone Native, 17.827, $342. 3rd 
Tayla Moeykens on PC Con-
stant Fame, 17.893, $256. 4th 
Raelene Konzak on TS Perks 
Sugar Bean, 17.901, $205. 5th 
Una Ford on TS Queens Shake 
Em, 17.922, $171. 6th Valee 
Miller on Playful Ichi, 17.941, 
$154. 7th Carmel Wright on 
The Real Version, 18.041, $136.

2D: 1st Jessie Marreel on 
Lady Quigly, 18.337, $381. 2nd 
Rachael Stevenson on Dashin 
Divas Doll, 18.345, $293. 3rd 
Candi Zion on Streakinwith-
fury, 18.380, $220. 4th Donna 
Johnson on Lil Grey Booger, 
18.405, $176. 5th Stacey Yost 
on Lady Galo Rojo, 18.418, 
$146. 6th Jessica Bliss on 
Dance With Me Bug, 18.434, 
$132. 7th Daine McLean on 
Tivios Golden Sasha, 18.493, 
$117.

3D: 1st Nicole Grice on 
Monster, 18.810, $254. 2nd Jodi 
Klind on Docs Miss Hzida, 
18.842, $195. 3rd Maisie Ford 
on Irish Darby, 18.868, $146. 

4th Traver Rains on Bonvestor 
Gemma, 18.917, $117. 5th Kris-
sy Vander Vort on Little 
Ochoa, 18.921, $97. 6th Donna 
Johnson on DDJ Candle, 
18.926, $88. 7th Danielle 
Wright on Edge, 18.932, $78.

4D: 1st Raelene Konzak on 
TS Boodles Of Fame, 19.846, 
$190. 2nd Kim Eickhoff on 
Moons Prophecy, 19.854, $146. 
3rd Krissy Vander Vort on 
Cracker Jack, 19.858, $110. 4th 
Nicki Knerr, on Hooda, 19.878 
$88. 5th Mikell Hougen on 
Bad Addiction, 19.885, $73. 
6th Kyla Burchard on 
Uptowns Foxy Star, 19.885, 
$66. 7th Deb Entz on DW My 
Guys Magdalena, 19.909, $58.

Futurity 2D Sidepot    
1D: 1st Kava Huestis on FN 

Famous Best Yet, 18.500, $63. 
2nd Valerie White on Reddy 
To Get Fancy, 18.786, $42.

2D: 1st Rachael Stevenson 
on Cats In The Bar, 19.687,  
$42. 2nd Raelene Konzak on 

TS Boodles of Fame, 19.846, 
$28.

Derby 2D Sidepot  
1D: 1st Lexi Bagnell on CS 

All American Guy, 18.176, $82. 
2nd Candi Zion on Streakin-
withfury, 18.380, $55.

2D: 1st Starla Annis on 
Perks Treasured Lynx, 19.283, 
$55. 2nd Paige Raty on RPH 
Blue Jean Night, 19.360, $36.

Senior 4D Barrels
1D: 1st Missy Givens on 

Fabs Gone Native, 17.827, $97. 
2nd Karen Boyd on Tripper, 
18.182, $64.

2D: 1st Candi Zion on 
Streakinwithfury, 18.380, $83. 
2nd Daine McLean on Tivios 
Golden Sasha, 18.493, $55.

3D: 1st Larry Kelly on MS 
Dash Ta The Moon, 19.051, 
$55. 2nd Starla Annis on Perks 
Treasured Lynx,  19.283,  $37.

4D: 1st Deb Entz on DW 
My Guys Magdalena,  19.909,  
$41. 2nd Larry Kelly on Hill 

Finishline Dash, 19.948, $27. 

 WPRA Sidepot  
1st Raelene Konzak on TS 

Perks Sugar Bean, 17.901, 
$268.25 2nd Una Ford on TS 
Queens Shake Em, 17.922, 
$222. 3rd Valee Miller on Play-
ful Ichi, 17.941, $175.75 4th 
Tayla Moeyken on Dash of 
Blue Sky, 18.142, $129.50. 5th 
Rebecca Eliasson on Bud, 
18.221, $83.25 6th Jessica Bliss 
on Noble Sunday, 18.301, 
$46.25.

Open 2D Poles
1D: 1st Sage Henderson on 

Kitty Lena, 20.795, $103. 2nd 
Daine McLean on Tivios Gold-
en Sasha, 21.975, $62. 3rd Bryar 
Taylor on Stormy, 22.099, $41.

2D (Poles): 1st Brady Drum-
mond on Platinum Rambo, 
23.133, $69. 2nd Kaitlyn Carter 
on Shesa Calypso Dream, 
23.519, $41. 3rd Kyla Burchard 
on Uptowns Foxy Star, 23.866, 
$27.

Raelene Konzak of Geyser races for a win in the WPRA Barrel Race with a time of 17.901. 
Photo by Dory Waid Photography/Courtesy Candi Zion

Sage Henderson of Lewistown won the Poles with a time of 20.795. 
Photo by Dory Waid Photography/Courtesy Candi Zion

https://www.mtg.wed/


 

By KATHERINE SEARS | Managing Editor

Central Montana had a good showing on 
the Montana Walleye Circuit this year. The 
season kicked off with the Crooked Creek 
Classic in May, followed by Fresno and Can-
yon Ferry in June. 

The team of Colby Tognetti of Lewistown 
and Kyle Vine of Vida finished 12th at the 
Crooked Creek Classic and first at Canyon 
Ferry, while Kennie Williams of Lewistown 
and Travis Scott of Harlowton shattered the 
weight record and snagged first place at 
Fresno. The team of Dakota Wahl of Lewis-
town and Brock Pyrah of Roundup also did 
well at the Crooked Creek Classic, placing 
ninth. 

Anglers capped off the Circuit season at 
Tiber the weekend of July 16. Once again, a 
Central Montana team fared well, with the 
team of Dan Peterson of Lewistown and 
Lance Kresge of Bozeman finishing in fifth 
place.

Pre-fishing for Tiber was tough, according 
to Peterson, and the pair struggled to catch 
big fish. Despite being their first tournament 
fishing together, they seemed to have it fig-
ured out come game time. 

“We had success fishing the thick weeds,” 
said Peterson. “It was flat and hot, which 
makes it really tricky.”

The team ended the weekend with 21.67 
pounds of fish, with the winning team of 
Matt Fischer of Helena and Ty Hinderager 
from Fort Shaw banking 59.76 pounds. 

“It was our first time fishing together, but 
we might do it all next year,” said Peterson. 
“He’s committed and you need that if you 
want to be successful.”  

Fifty-two teams turned out to fish at Tiber, 
which included several teams from Central 

Montana. 
Tognetti and Vine finished in 14th with 

14.05 pounds of fish; Dave Snyder and Randy 
Snyder of Lewistown reeled in 10.95 pounds 
for spot 23; and Williams and Scott ended the 
weekend with 6.62 pounds of fish for 36th 
place. 

After combining scores from all tourna-
ments, Tognetti and Vine finished in second 
place overall, just behind the team of Matt 
Fischer and Ty Hinderager. Tognetti and Vine 
also came in second to Fischer and Inderager 
as the Iron Man Team of the year. Teams who 
fish all four tournaments with the same part-
ner qualify for the Iron Man team award. 

Successful season
Although there were a few changes to the 

Circuit this year, organizers and anglers had a 
good season on the water. 

“It was a great year and a lot of fun,” said 
Peterson. “Tammy [Pyrah] keeps it all togeth-
er and does a great job.” 

Don and Tammy Pyrah of Lewistown have 
served as Circuit directors since 2014, with 
Don managing the most of the Circuit’s 35 
sponsors, and Tammy organizing and over-
seeing each tournament and tournament 
director.

“Numbers were down a little bit across the 
board this year, I think because of the gas 
prices,” said Tammy. “Gov Cup [on the Fort 
Peck Circuit] is the only tournament that 
actually filled up this year.” 

With a new process in place for weighing 
fish, Tammy said they will continue to tweak 
that system for next year. The process was 
introduced last year, and anglers must photo-
graph and release their fish rather than trans-
port them to an official weigh boat. Between 
the 2021 and 2022 seasons, the process has 

been utilized at six tournaments. 
“I do think it’s helped prevent fish kill,” 

said Tammy. “It’s been good, but do we need 
to tweak some more? Absolutely.”

Anglers should expect to see a few chang-

es on that end come the 2023 Circuit season, 
according to Tammy. 

Those who are interested in participating 
in the 2023 Circuit season should contact 
Don or Tammy.
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Anglers cap Montana Walleye Circuit season at Tiber
Tognetti, Vine take second overall on Circuit

Dan Peterson of Lewistown holds up a nice walleye he caught pre-fishing on the 
circuit this year.

Photo courtesy of Dan Peterson

https://www.cmmc.health/
https://www.lewistownnews.com/
https://lewistownnews.com/
mailto:EDITOR@lewistownnews.com


 

PAGE 12 SATURDAY, JULY 30, 2022LEWISTOWN NEWS-ARGUS
.

.

Having a ‘Fair’ly Good Time

4-hers Ellison Hughes, Briahna Pond, Hannah Eike, and Kimberly Murnion show their poultry entries in front of judge Desiree Roth during the intermediate poultry 
showmanship exhibition at the Central Montana Fair on Tuesday.            Photo  by Will Briggs

Judge Jeremy England 
speaks with a 4-H mem-
ber during the large ani-
mal round robin held Fri-
day at the Central Mon-
tana Fair.

    Photo  by Will Briggs

Elizabeth Dygert with the Creative Critters 4-H Club shows her pig during the 
Central Montana Fair Market Swine Show.     Photo  by Will Briggs

Head,

Hands, 

Heart, 

Health

https://www.1stbmt.com/


 

Real Estate Showcase
Looking for a new home or property in Central Montana? 
Look here first! Real Estate listings are featured at the beginning of every Saturday 
Classified section. Listings can also be seen on our website at www.lewistownnews.com.

Featuring Lewistown Chapter of the Billings Association of Realtors®

H H
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MLS Lewistown Chapter Representative:  
Sherry Irish

(406) 538-8736, 110 S. Dawes, Lewistown
www.mckennaagency.com

Meghan Brandon - REALTOR®  Broker, GRI    
Tom McKenna, - REALTOR® Broker
Raleigh Heitzman - Insurance Agent   
Shawna Sandau -REALTOR® Salesperson
Tina Catencamp - Front Desk, Insurance Sales

Things are moving, 
and you can too.

Current Listings
716 W BOULEVARD $299,000 Spacious home with 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, and 
lots of original details. Contact Shawna.

36211 HWY 87 $170,000 Endless possibilities in the former Sundown Restaurant 
and Bar. Currently used as a single family residence. Scan QR code or call Shawna 
at 406-580-2434 for more details.

800 WRIGHT ST. $250,000 - 2 bed, 1bath home out of city limits, just under an acre 
of property. Check out the photos on our website! Listed by Meghan Brandon

320 W EVELYN ST. -$125,000  Nice 2 bedroom home. Updated siding, roof, windows and furnace. Corner 
lot with a fenced yard. Call Tom

1448 CASTLE BUTTE RD -$695,000  4 bdrm, 3 bath home  extensively remodeled with all new flooring, 
Kitchen, Baths, windows etc. Outstanding  views of the Central Montana mountain ranges and Casino 
Creek Reservoir. 10 acres and an oversized 2 car garage. Call Tom

INCOME OPPORTUNITIES : 4 plex- 404 E Broadway $200,000. 3 plex - 314 7th Ave S. 
1 bed 1 bath units, all unique. $200,000 Listed by Meghan

202 7TH AVE W -  Zoned R-3 10,000 sq ft lot with a 2 bed 1.5 bath home, garage , and outbuilding. All in 
need of repairs. $79,000 listed by Meghan

249 SW ASH ST -  Updated kitchen, 3 bed 2 bath, Full basement,U/G sprinkler, garage and extra parking 
pad, Fenced yard $269,000. Call Tom

Have fun 
at the fair!

Mortgages you can feel at home with.

Want a home mortgage you can feel right at home

with? We have some of the most competitive rates

around. We’re member-owned and not-for-profit.

So we can often offer a great rate! Come talk to us.

We’re your community credit union.

We’re 

an equal

housing

lender.

an affiliate of the Lewistown Board of Realtors

1224 WEST MAIN, LEWISTOWN, MT ~     CELL 406-350-5162

GARDEN REALTY

business & CommerCial 
ProPerTies

Rick Dyck, BRokeR/owneR 
(406) 350-5162  

Montana Land & Property 
Transactions Since 1909

www.gardenre.com

2 aDJoininiG sHoP builDinGs containing 5,760 sq ft 
and a 1,960 sq ft basement home situated 38,400 sq 
ft of lots on the truck by-pass. Lots of possibilities. 1208 
Truck bypass. $249,000.

inVesTmenT ProPerTY- 7,200 sq ft pre-engineered 
steel office building currently leased to the State of 
Montana. Includes a 40,976 sq ft lot with lots of paved 
off-street parking. Many long term updates. Excellent 
main street location. $1,300,000.

CommerCial oFFiCe builDinG- Has excellent long term 
tenants. Well maintained block building containing 
over 6,000 sq ft on main floor and over 2,200 sq ft in 
basement, plus a garage. Two off-street paved parking 
areas. PriCe reDuCeD To $619,000. Qualified buyers 
can call Rick for more information. 

sinGle leVel 2 bedroom, 2 bath home situated on 
a double lot with off-street parking. Many recent 
updates including new kitchen, baths, all new flooring 
and appliances. 2 car oversized attached garage and 
2 storage sheds. 201 3rd st West. PriCe reDuCeD To 
$359,000.

Homes in ToWn

https://www.lewistownnews.com/
https://www.propertyinspection.com/
https://www.cmpmontana.com/
https://www.1stbmt.com/
https://www.lewistownnews.com/
https://www.fergusfcu.com/
https://www.mckennaagency.com/
https://www.gardenre.com/


 

DARRELL TUSS PAINTING, 
INC. IS NOW CLOSED TO NEW 
BUSINESS. After 47 years, 
Darrell is looking forward to 
retirement. He will be finishing all 
jobs he has made prior commit-
ments too. Thank you to all his 
customers and contractors.

OPEN- THE TARP AND 
CANVAS Shop, Monday- Friday, 
8:30a.m. till Tee Time, 406-350-
0949.

THE CENTRAL MONTANA 
SHUTTLE PROVIDES RIDES to 
Billings EVERY Tuesday and   
Great Falls every Thursday. WE 
HAVE LOWERED OUR ROUND-
TRIP PRICES TO $30.00. We 
will get you there on time and 
stay until you are ready. Origin to 
destination service. EVERYONE 
is welcome and encouraged to 
take advantage of this wonderful 
service. The shuttle is equipped 
to serve the needs of the elderly, 
semi-ambulatory, wheelchair 
confined, and transit dependent 
public. The shuttle also provides 
rides in town Monday through 
Friday 7am to 5pm. Please call 
24 hours in advance 406-535-
7486 for more information and to 
book your seat.

FREE MOVING BOXES. 221 E 
Lake. Call 406-535-4144.

GOOD FREE STUFF- STUFF 
ADDED DAILY. 134 Reno Ave.

AIDE POSITION AVAILABLE 
AT AYERS ELEMENTARY 
School 3 hours per school day.  
Wage negotiable.  Letter of 
application, resume, and three 
letter of recommendation 
required. The successful candi-
date must consent to and pass a 
fingerprint criminal background 
check. Position open until filled.
Send applications to Rhonda 
Long, Fergus Co. Supt. of 
Schools, 712 W Main, Suite 104, 
Lewistown, MT 59457. 
Telephone 535-3136.

FERGUS FCU IS HIRING FOR 
A TELLER POSITION, part-time 
or full-time. Apply at Job Service 
or call 406-535-7478. 

FACILITIES DEPARTMENT 
HAS A PERMANENT, FULL-
TIME opening for a Grounds & 
Buildings Custodian Starting 
wage is $16/ hour. County ben-
efits included. Please apply at 
Lewistown Job Service, email 
assistant@co.fergus.mt.us or 
call (406)535-5119.

FAMILY PLANNING HAS A 
PERMANENT, PART-TIME 
(flexible hours) opening for a 
Clinical Registered Nurse 
Starting wage is $28.50/ hour. 
County benefits included. Please 
apply at Lewistown Job Service, 
email assistant@co.fergus.mt.us 
or call (406)535-5119.

FERGUS COUNTY HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT HAS AN exempt 
permanent, part-time opening for 
a Public Health Officer with a 
starting wage DOE. Please apply 
at Lewistown Job Service or 
email assistant@co.fergus.mt.us 
or call (406)535-5119.

JOIN OUR TEAM- ARE YOU 
LOOKING for something more 
than just a job? A local company 
has a full-time opening for a 
long-term, challenging career. 
The right candidate is neat, 
accurate and possess good 
communication skills, both ver-
bal and written. If you are self-
motivated, organized, reliable, 
and have strong computer skills 
and want to further yourself in a 
rewarding career, you need to 
apply!  Great hours and work 
environment M-F, 8-5 with a 
competitive salary and benefits 
package including retirement, 
vacation, and holiday pay.  
Please send resume to Blind 
Box #526, c/o Lewistown News-
Argus, PO Box 900, Lewistown, 
MT 59457 or classified@lewis-
townnews.com. Employer under-
stands your confidentiality and 
they will make direct contact with 
you.

LOOKING FOR DEPENDABLE, 
RELIABLE construction/carpen-
ter/laborer. Self-motivated, 
wages DOE. 406 538-9090

SKILLED, MOTIVATED, 
EXPERIENCED CARPENTERS 
WANTED. $20- 50/ hr. Full ben-
efits, some travel required. 406-
366-1531.

NOW HIRING ALL SHIFTS AT 
THE Dash Inn. Apply in person- 
come join our team. 406-535-
3892.

JUDITH BASIN COUNTY 
ATTORNEY IS SEEKING appli-
cants for a FT Administrative 
Assistant position.  This is a per-
manent full-time position/ 40 hrs 
per week $17.75 per hour + 
(benefits). Full position descrip-
tion and county application are 
available from the Judith Basin 
County Clerk & Recorder, PO 
Box 427, Stanford, MT  59479 
(406-566-2277, ext #109) or the 
County website at jbcounty.org.  
Applications will be accepted 
until filled.

JUDITH BASIN COUNTY 
ROAD DEPARTMENT is seek-
ing applicants for a Full Time 
Laborer/ Operator position. 
Position starts at $16.33 ($17.83 
w/CDL) per hr. after passing 
Probation $19.08+ benefits. 
Applicants may pick up a job 
description and application at the 
Judith Basin County Clerk & 
Recorder’s Office, 91 3rd Street 
North, (Courthouse) Stanford, 
MT, or by calling 406-566-
2277x109, or the Judith Basin 
County website (www.jbcounty.
org).  .  Applications will be 
accepted until the position is 
filled.  They may be mailed to:  
JB County Clerk & Record, PO 
Box 427, Stanford, MT  59479 or 
dropped at the Clerk & 
Recorder’s office in the court-
house.

THE WINIFRED SCHOOL WILL 
ACCEPT APPLICATIONS FOR 
THE FOLLOWING POSITIONS 
FOR THE 2022-2023 SCHOOL 
YEAR:
Special Education Aide & 
Elementary Teacher
Housing available.
LETTER OF INTEREST WILL 
BE ACCEPTED UNTIL FILLED
APPLY TO: WINIFRED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, SUPERINTENDENT 
CHAD FORDYCE, PHONE- 
462-5420 or cfordyce@winifred.
k12.mt.us

WINNETT K-12 SCHOOL 
DISTRICT OPENINGS FOR 
22-23 SCHOOL YEAR
7-12 SOCIAL STUDIES 
(BROADFIELD), 1.0 FTE- Base 
salary: $31,852, plus a $550/ 
month cost of living allowance in 
lieu of insurance, with up to 5 
years of experience given on the 
salary scale. Numerous other 
coaching and stipend positions 
available. This position is open 
until filled.
ELEMENTARY TEACHER, UP 
TO 1.0 FTE*- Duties may 
include: targeted interventions 
with individual students or small 
groups, particularly in math and 
language, social/ emotional 
learning instruction or other 
duties; this is not a regular self-
contained classroom teacher 
assignment. Base salary: 
$31,852, plus a $550/ month 
cost of living allowance in lieu of 
insurance, with up to 5 years of 
experience given on the salary 
scale. Numerous other coaching 
and stipend positions available. 
This position is open until filled.
*This position is hired with ARP 
ESSER funds and is only guar-
anteed for the 22-23 school year
All hiring is contingent upon a 
successful fingerprint back-
ground check, and relevant cer-
tificates or licenses.
Please submit a letter of interest 
to: Supt. Lindsey Wilkerson, 
Winnett School, PO Box 167, 
Winnett, MT 59087, (406)429-
2251, (406)429-7631 fax, Email: 
lwilkerson@winnettschool.org

LOOKING FOR A JOB? Let 
News-Argus Printing help with a 
resume’ package. Bring your 
resume’ to us, we will typeset it 
for you, print 15 copies on a 
quality letterhead, give you 15 
matching second sheets and 
envelopes, and keep your fin-
ished resume’ in our computer 
files for one year. All this for only 
$29.95. At News-Argus Printing, 
we help our customers achieve 
success. 406-535-3401 or 800-
879-5627.

MOBILE HOME SPACES FOR 
RENT. Lot rent $277/ month, 3 
free months with a move in. 
Please call Mountain Acres 
Mobile Home Park Office. 406-
538-7591.

QUALITY, AFFORDABLE 
RESIDENTIAL AND 
COMMERCIAL UNITS. 1 bed-
rooms available starting at $375/ 
month. King Rentals (formally 
K&S Rentals) serving Lewistown 
for 37 years. Call 406-350-1617.

STOP BY KS PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT FOR all of your 
rental needs. Located at 222 
West Broadway or ksproperty-
management@biz.com. Kerri 
Scheeler, 406-396-3940.

LEWIS WILLOWS 
APARTMENTS- 714 2nd Ave. S, 
2  bedrooms right on Spring 
Creek. Water, sewer, garbage 
provided. Covered parking & 
storage. 3 blocks from down-
town. On-site manager. SORRY- 
NO PETS. 406-538–2956 after 6 
pm please.

2 BEDROOM MOBILE HOME 
IN Grass Range. 406-428-2156.

LARGE CORNER LOT (10,200 
SQ FT) in Lewistown with 63’ of 
Spring Creek frontage. $79,000. 
406-366-1038.

10X10 STORAGE UNITS FOR 
RENT, 406-538-9631.

3K STORAGE HAS UNITS 
AVAILABLE. 406-535-3330.

GROUND FLOOR OFFICE 
SUITE FOR RENT- Two large 
private offices and a conference 
room/ work room. Private entry- 
Janeaux St. Call 406-350-0622.

NEWLY CONSTRUCTED 
Storage units. Five sizes: 10x8, 
10x12, 20x12, 30x12, 30x15 
(with electricity). Call Miller 
Construction Company. 
406-538–8981.
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ACUTE CARE
-Ward Clerk/CNA openings, Full-time,

$1,500 sign on bonus

-RN, Full-time/nights, 

$5,000 sign-on bonus

ADMITTING
-Admitting Clerk, Full-time, 

days/occasional nights

CARDIAC REHAB
-RN, Full-time (Cardiac interest preferred) OR 

-Exercise Physiologist, Full-time 

EMS
-Paramedic, Part-time (24 hrs/week)

-Patient Care Tech-ER/EMT, Full-time

-EMT, per-diem

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
-Attendant, Full-time- $1,500 sign on bonus

-ES Supervisor, Full-time

FISCAL SERVICES
-Patient Financial Counselor, Full-time

HME/DME
-Customer Service Rep/HME Tech, 

Full-time (must have clean driving record)

HOME HEALTH
-Physical Therapist, 32 hrs/week

-Registered Nurse, Full-time

$5,000 sign-on bonus

-Medical Social Worker, 32 hrs/week

NUTRITIONAL SERVICES
-Food Service Workers & Cooks, Full-time 

$1,500 sign-on bonus

OR
-Circulating RN, Full-time

-Manager, Full-time

PHYSICIAN CLINIC
-Medical Assistant, Full-time

-RN/LPN, Full-time

QUALITY ASSURANCE
-Quality Improvement RN, Full-time

RADIOLOGY
-Radiology Techs, Full-time

-Ultrasound Tech, Part-time

RESPIRATORY THERAPY
-Registered Respiratory Therapist, Full-time

$5,000 sign on bonus

Phone: 406-535-6213 
www.cmmc.health

Montana Mental HealtH 

nursing Care Center

800 Casino Creek Drive, Lewistown MT 59457

r CustoDian – 14.00/hr
- 1 Full-time + benefits

r fooD serviCe - 15.00/hr
- 2 Part-time (20-40 hrs) + benefits

r registereD nurse – 35.00/hr
- 4 Full-time NOC positions + benefits
- 1 Part-time day position + benefits

r registereD nurse suPervisor – 38.50/hr
- 1 Full-time NOC + benefits
- 1 Full-time day position + benefits

r CertifieD nurse aiDe - 18.00/hr
- Full-time and part-time, variable shifts 
 available. Must be certified in the State of 
 Montana

r reCreation aiDe - 15.00/hr
- 1 Full-time (20-40 hrs) + benefits 

r soCial WorKer - 22.50/hr
        - 2 Full-time + benefits, Bachelor’s degree in
  Psychology or Human Services or closely 
  related field required.

r launDrY - 13.50/hr
- 1 Full-time (20-40 hrs) + benefits 

Is accepting applications online for the following 
employment opportunities:

“Great to work with people who 
care . Great benefits as well .”

$1054.00
monthly

these positions include benefits, such as:
vacation pay, sick leave, paid holidays and  

inCreDiBle eMPloYer ContriBution 
toWarDs: HealtH insuranCe, retireMent 

PaCKage & $2,500 reloCation reiMBurseMent

Apply online at http://statecareers.mt.gov/

8%
match

Wage increases!

LACC EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ASSISTANT/ 

TRAIN COORDINATOR

The Lewistown Area Chamber of Commerce is looking 
for a positive, energetic full-time employee to manage 

passengers and preparation for the Charlie Russell 
Chew Choo and North Pole Adventure, organize events 
such as the Chokecherry Festival and work directly with 

the Chamber Director, orchestrating newsletters, 
email blasts, managing volunteers, entertainers, 

caterers, vendors and more. 
Interested parties must be task-oriented, able to meet 

deadlines and be comfortable working under pressure. 
The prospective employee must also have the ability 

to perform basic bookkeeping, maintain accurate 
files, work well with the public and have knowledge of 
modern office procedures, including Microsoft Office 

and social media marketing tools. Wage: $13- $15 DOE. 
Benefits include vacation and sick leave. 

For more information call the 
Lewistown Area Chamber of Commerce 

at (406) 535-5436 or email lewchamb@midrivers.com.

BOOKKEEPER- 
Part-time position M-F, Starting Wage is 

$16.00 DOE. Must be familiar with 
QuickBooks and day to day accounting 
processes in a retail 

environment. 
Call 406-538-4000 or 

Apply in Person-
Ask for Monty or Dave.

815 NE Main St., 

Lewistown, MT

DO YOU ENJOY 

WORKING WITH SENIORS? 
Caslen Living Centers has positions open for Caregivers.  

We are looking for caring, compassionate individuals 

who enjoy working with the elderly.  Cooking experience 

is a plus.  Competitive wage + yearly bonuses, vacation 

starts accumulating day one. Full-time positions offer 

a health plan + 401-K. 

To have an application sent to you please call 

Harley at 538-8455, or email harley@caslenlc.com.

LEWISTOWN EAGLES 

MANOR IS LOOKING 

FOR KITCHEN HELP. 
Wages DOE. Housing is optional 

benefit with employment. 
Apply at Eagles Manor, 

211 W Janeaux, Lewistown, 
406-535-3230, 

at Lewistown Job Service or 
email manor@midrivers.net

TTY #711

Lewistown
Eagles Manor

Studio, One Bedroom & Deluxe Rooms

Please call and speak to Megan Picco 
for more information

406.538.3230
211 W Janeaux ~ Lewistown

Facebook: @Lewistowneaglesmanor
Email: manor@midrivers.com

MEADOWS 
APARTMENTS
603 W. Brassey

62+ or Disabled
Accepting applications 

for the waiting list
Rent Based on Income

Utilities Included, Laundry On-site
538-8532 

      meadows@thiestalle.com
            www.thiestalle.com/meadows

TTY - 711

Now taking applications
1 & 2 bedroom units. Rental 
Assistance depending upon 

availability and eligibility

This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider.

LEWISTOWN APARTMENTS

311 McKinley St.
Lewistown, MT 59457

Call 406-538-2211  TDD 711

Boyd     Creek
P R O P E R T I E S

• MINI STORAGE

• WAREHOUSE

• SHOP/OFFICE

Phone 535-2707

Units Now Available

All Sizes

Clean • Secure • Great Rates!

406.366.3178

Circle      StorageS

LIVING ROOM COUCH - really 
good condition, Thomasville 
$100. 406-396-7369.

https://www.townnews.com/
https://www.cmmc.health/
https://www.jbcounty.org/
http://statecareers.mt.gov/
https://www.thiestalle.com/
https://www.thiestalle.com/meadows
https://www.alsministorage.com/
mailto:assistant@co.fergus.mt.us
mailto:assistant@co.fergus.mt.us
mailto:assistant@co.fergus.mt.us
https://k12.mt.us/
mailto:lwilkerson@winnettschool.org
mailto:management@biz.com
mailto:lewchamb@midrivers.com
mailto:harley@caslenlc.com
mailto:manor@midrivers.net
mailto:manor@midrivers.com


 

FIRST FLOOR FOUNTAIN 
TERRACE CONDO for sale- 
Suite 311. 1,083 square feet, 
includes breakfast bar and all 
appliances. Call 406-366-2052.

NOTARY STAMPS: News-Argus 
Printing can provide you with the 
new style Notary Stamps when 
your current commission expires. 
Stop in or call for information on 
these and any other stamp need 
you have. 406-535-3401 or 800-
879-5627.

PINE FIREWOOD- BLOCKED 
AND SPLIT, delivered and 
stacked, $225/ cord. 406-690-
1935.

QUEEN-SIZE BED WITH DARK 
HEADBOARD and end board 
and mattress. $300. Very good 
condition. 406-350-0126.

WANTED: Old Lever 
Winchesters, Marlins Savages, 
Sako & Weatherby rifles. 
Appraisals/estates. Triangle 
Guns 406- 538–5394.

WEATHERBY SPORTER 257- 
MONTE CARLO STOCK, 26” 
barrel, brand new, $1,400. 406-
350-2878.

FOUND- CROSS-EYED 
ORANGE NEUTERED MALE 
CAT, near the high school. 406-
599-6056.

FREE- TWO EIGHT-WEEK-
OLD ADORABLE KITTENS- 
Hand raised, box trained. 406-
538-9740.

BORN JUNE 1ST- FREE 
KITTENS. Momma is a great 
mouser! 4 colors- cute white 
paws. Call Mrs. England, 406-
366-1413.

DACHSHUND, CHIHUAHUA, 
AND POODLE MIX PUPPIES- 
1rst shots at 6 wks. Ready 8/6. 
Males $500, Females $800. Call 
406-366-0563.

WHITE LAB PUPS AKC OFA 
Hips N eyes guaranteed. 1rst 
shots, wormed N dew clawed. 
Both parents have blocky heads 
N have awesome personalities. 
Parents are family pets that are 
gentile N good with children. 
Ready for your loving home 
7-22-22. Please call 406-366-
3930. No Sunday calls. 
$1,000.00 each

(3) MALE PUREBRED 
SPRINGER SPANIEL Puppies 
for sale. $850.00 Ready August 
5th. Contact Tim at 406-366-
4025 or Scott at 406-380-0562.

POMSKY PUPPY- GRAY AND 
WHITE MALE, 14 weeks old, 
$250. 406-380-1738.

HAY FOR SALE- SMALL 
SQUARE BALES. $11 each. 
Call 406-535-6634, if not answer 
leave message.

7 ACRE FIELD- TALL GRASS 
for lease with water, 406-366-
4698.

IN NEED OF PASTURE FOR 
25- 100+ pair. 406-799-2997.

WANTED TO LEASE pasture & 
hay land in Central MT. Willing to 
lease by month, acre, or on 
shares. 406-366-2230.

BROWN DAIRY GOAT- ABOUT 
1.5 YEARS old, very friendly, 
$100. 406-380-1738.

BRAND NEW JD GRAPPLE 
FORK CYLINDER for 158 load-
er. 406-735-4464, evenings.

HORSE BOARDING 
AVAILABLE: 8 MILES from 
Lewistown, on working cattle 
ranch, ranch-raised horse hay 
provided, lush summer pasture, 
barn/ stalls/ tack area provided, 
ranch available to ride on, all-
metal corrals and smooth wire 
fences for safety, fresh well 
water/ frost-free waterers. 
Phone: 406-538-8981 or 406-
350-0050.

FOR SALE: SUN VALLEY 
APACHE 2004 pop-up pickup 
camper- In good condition and 
nicely equipped. Fits a 6.5 to 8’ 
bed. $4,000 for a great camper. 
406-707-5808, Lewistown.

1987 YAMAHA BIG WHEEL 
MOTORBIKE, Good condition. 
406-735-4464, evenings.

GARY W. BJELLAND, ESQ.
JARDINE, STEPHENSON, 
BLEWETT & WEAVER, P.C.
P.O. BOX 2269
GREAT FALLS, MONTANA 
59403
TELEPHONE: (406)727-5000
ATTORNEYS FOR PETITIONER
MONTANA TENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT, FERGUS 
COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF THOMAS DANIEL 
JOST, deceased. PROBATE NO. 
DP-22-31
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the undersigned has been 
appointed Personal 
Representative of the above 
named Estate. All persons hav-
ing claims against the said 
deceased are required to present 
their claims within four (4) months 
after the date of the first publica-
tion of this Notice or said claims 
will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to 
JUDI LOFQUIST, the Personal 
Representative, return receipt 
requested, at JARDINE, 
STEPHENSON, BLEWETT & 
WEAVER, P.C., Attention: Gary 
W. Bjelland, Esq., Seventh Floor, 
U.S. Bank Building, P.O. Box 
2269, Great Falls, Montana 
59403, or filed with the Clerk of 
the above entitled Court.
DATED this 19th day of July, 
2022.
(s) Judi Lofquist, Personal 
Representative
(Publish: July 23, 30 & August 6, 
2022)
MNAXLP

SARAH AAMOLD
STOGSDILL & BIRDWELL, 
P.C.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
224 W. MAIN STREET, SUITE 
511
LEWISTOWN, MONTANA 
59457
TELEPHONE: (406) 538-2623
ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
MONTANA TENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT, FERGUS 
COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE 

ESTATE OF ENOLA LAMBEFF, 
Deceased. Probate No. 
DP-2022-40
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
by the undersigned, to all per-
sons having claims against 
said deceased, to present said 
claims within four (4) months 
after the first publication of this 
Notice or they will be forever 
barred.
Claims must either be mailed to 
the undersigned, Return 
Receipt Requested, at the 

address below, or filed with the 
Clerk of 
Court, Courthouse, Lewistown, 
Montana.
DATED this 26th day of July, 
2022.
/s/ Michele Barkhoff, MICHELE 
BARKHOFF
c/o Sarah Aamold, Attorney at 
Law, STOGSDILL & BIRDWELL, 
P.C., 224 W. Main Street, Suite 
511, Lewistown, MT 59457
(Publish: July 30, August 6 & 13, 
2022)
MNAXLP

H Services

H Homes

H Misc. For Sale

H Firearms

H Pets

H Services

H Pets

H Hay/Seed

H Pasture

H Livestock

H Machinery

H Services

H Misc. Farm & Ranch

H RVs/Campers

H Motorcycles/ATVs

H Legals

H Services

H Legals

H Services

H Legals

H Services

H Legals

SATURDAY, JULY 30, 2022 PAGE 3CLEWISTOWN NEWS-ARGUS

Fencin - n - Moore, llc

406-374-2406

Glen Miller
549 Kirkemindes Road

Moore, MT 59464

New Fence • Fence Repair
Custom Sawing

BINDERY- 
Binders and related looseleaf 
products. We can also cut the 
bindings off your text books. 

News-Argus Printing 
406-535-3401.

CARPENTRY- 
HOME REMODELING- 

NEW WINDOWS, doors, 
decks, bath and kitchen. 

Call Rob Huberman, 
406-350-1570.

CALL TODAY TO 
PLACE YOuR 

SERvICES AD! Special 
monthly rates. 

Call 406-535-3401 or 
email classified@ 

lewistownnews.com

Scott Oleson

General Construction 
& Home Repairs

406-579-3411

Licensed & Insured

No Job 
Too Small

DERHEIM GENERAL 
CONTRACTING

“A blend of experience 
& education”

- New constructions & remodels
- Concrete

- Complete home care
- James: (406)366-3566

- Ted: (406)366-0138

HELP CLEAN uP FERGuS 
COuNTY JuNKERS! 
To have junk vehicles 

removed free of charge, call 
Tia at 406-535-3126

Big Sky House Cleaning

General housekeeping

Licensed and Insured

10 years experience

Call Janet 
Bechtold

406-366-9875

STATEWIDE 
ADVERTISING
Have your ad seen in 69 newspapers 

across the state of Montana 
for ONLY $149!!!

Call 406-535-3401
for more information TODAY!

Statewide Advertising (SCAN) reaches nearly 400,000  readers in 
67 newspapers (62 weekly & 5 daily) across Montana for $149 for 

25 words or less ($4.75/ word for extra words). Make sure that 
your ad is seen by as many people as possible for only $2.16 per 
newspaper, a HUGE savings over what it would cost to advertise 
in each paper individually. And 3 times FREE in the News-Argus! 

K-8 tEACHER MoUNtAiN ViEw 
ElEMENtARy. Send resume to Mountain View 
Elementary, Box 1169, Cut Bank MT 59427. 
Email questions to JerryHofer73@gmail.com or 
call (406)336-2638

loCKSMitH FACilitiES SERViCES/
MoNtANA StAtE UNiVERSity – Bozeman. 
For complete job announcement and application 
procedures, click on: https://jobs.montana.edu/
hr/postings/31185 Equal Opportunity Employer, 
Veterans

MAil ClERK/CARRiER i. FACilitiES 
SERViCES/Montana State University– Bozeman. 
For complete job announcement and application 
procedures, click on: https://jobs.montana.edu/
hr/postings/30400 Equal Opportunity Employer, 
Veterans/Disabled

ElECtRiCiAN (JoURNEyMAN) FACilitiES 
SERViCES/MoNtANA StAtE University– 
Bozeman. For complete job announcement 
and application procedures, click on: https://
jobs.montana.edu/hr/postings/29373. Equal 
Opportunity Employer, Veterans/Disabled

iRRiGAtioN tECHNiCiAN FACilitiES 
SERViCES/MoNtANA StAtE University – 
Bozeman. For complete job announcement and 
application procedures, click on: https://jobs.
montana.edu/postings/30022 Equal Opportunity 
Employer, Veterans/Disabled

CUStodiAN i FACilitiES SERViCES/
MoNtANA StAtE University  - Bozeman. For 
complete job announcement and application 
procedures, click on: https://jobs.montana.edu/
postings/29525. Equal Opportunity Employer, 
Veterans/Disabled

MAiNtENANCE PAiNtER FACilitiES 
SERViCES/MoNtANA StAtE University  - 
Bozeman. For complete job announcement and 
application procedures, click on: https://jobs.
montana.edu/postings/30461. Equal Opportunity 
Employer, Veterans/Disabled

ENViRoNMENtAl SERViCES MANAGER 
FACilitiES SERViCES/Montana State University  
- Bozeman. For complete job announcement and 
application procedures,  click on: https://jobs.
montana.edu/postings/30607. Equal Opportunity 
Employer, Veterans/Disabled
lAboRER/EqUiPMENt oPERAtoR i. 
**RECENt wAGE Increase**               Facilities 
Services/Montana State University – Bozeman. 
For complete job announcement and application 
procedures,  click on: https://jobs.montana.edu/
postings/30105. Equal Opportunity Employer, 
Veterans/Disabled

JoURNEyMAN CARPENtER FACilitiES 
SERViCES/MoNtANA StAtE University  - 
Bozeman. For complete job announcement and 
application procedures, click on: https://jobs.
montana.edu/postings/30789. Equal Opportunity 
Employer, Veterans/Disabled

CUStodiAN SUPERViSoR i FACilitiES 
SERViCES/Montana State University  - Bozeman. 
For complete job announcement and application 
procedures, click on: https://jobs.montana.edu/
postings/30799. Equal Opportunity Employer, 
Veterans/Disabled

wANtEd: VAlMAR ANd GANdy AiR 
SEEdERS, implement mount style. Call Paul at 
763-286-2037 with model and condition

iF yoU ARE REAdiNG tHiS Ad, you can 
see that classified advertising works! Reach 
over 400,000 readers in Montana and beyond 
to promote your product, service, event and 
business. To get results, contact this newspaper, 
or the Montana Newspaper Association at 
email stacy@mtnewspapers.com or member@
mtnewspapers.com. 25 words for the small 
investment of $149.

deadline for advertising 
is 3 p.m. on tuesdays. 

HElP wANtEd HElP wANtEd

wANt to bUy

FoR SAlE

https://jobs.montana.edu/
https://jobs.montana.edu/
https://www.jobs.montana.edu/hr/postings/29373
https://www.montana.edu/postings/30022
https://jobs.montana.edu/
https://www.montana.edu/postings/30461
https://www.lewistownnews.com/
https://www.montana.edu/postings/30607
https://jobs.montana.edu/
https://www.montana.edu/postings/30789
https://jobs.montana.edu/
https://www.mtnewspapers.com/
mailto:JerryHofer73@gmail.com
mailto:stacy@mtnewspapers.com


 

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed bids will be received until 
the closing time of 2:00 p.m. on 
AUGUST 16, 2022, and will be 
publicly opened and read aloud 
in the offices of the Architecture & 
Engineering Division, 1520 East 
Sixth Avenue, P.O. Box 200103, 
Helena MT 59620-0103, for: 
LEWISTOWN READINESS 
CENTER ROOF REPLACEMENT 
/ DEPT. OF MILITARY AFFAIRS / 
LEWISTOWN, MT / A&E #2022-
33-19
Bids shall be submitted on the 
form provided within the Contract 
Documents.  Contract documents 
may be obtained at the offices of:
BSPARK ARCHITECTURE
410 CENTRAL AVENUE STE. 
#506
GREAT FALLS, MT 59401
406 453-0001    keith@
bsparkarch.com 
An Electronic copy of the Contract 
Documents will be provided at no 
cost. A refundable deposit of 
$25.00 is required for a hard copy 
of the Contract Documents.
A PRE-BID WALK-THROUGH IS 
SCHEDULED FOR THURSDAY, 
AUGUST 4, 2022, AT 10:00 A.M. 
PARTICIPANTS SHOULD MEET 
AT LEWISTOWN READINESS 
CENTER LOCATED AT 863 
WEST AIRPORT ROAD, 
LEWISTOWN MT 59457.  
ATTENDANCE IS STRONGLY 
RECOMMENDED.
Bids must be accompanied by a 
bid security meeting the require-
ments of the State of Montana in 
the amount of 10% of the total 
bid.  After award, the successful 
bidder must furnish an approved 
Performance Security and a 
Labor & Material Payment 
Security each in the amount of 
100% of the contract.
No bidder may withdraw his bid 
for at least thirty (30) calendar 
days after the scheduled time for 
receipt of bids except as noted in 
the Instructions to Bidders.
The Owner reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids and to waive 
any and all irregularities or infor-
malities and the right to deter-
mine what constitutes any and all 
irregularities or informalities.
This project is funded in whole or 
in part by funds received from the 
Federal Government, and the 
contract award is wholly contin-
gent on the state’s appropriation 
authority for the federal funds 
and actual receipt of the federal 
funds.
ARCHITECTURE & 
ENGINEERING DIVISION
DEPARTMENT OF 
ADMINISTRATION
STATE OF MONTANA
(Publish: July 30, August 6 & 13, 
2022)
MNAXLP

SARAH AAMOLD
STOGSDILL & BIRDWELL, P.C.
ATTORNEYS AT LAW
224 W. MAIN STREET, SUITE 
511
LEWISTOWN, MONTANA 59457
TELEPHONE: (406) 538-2623
ATTORNEY FOR PERSONAL 
REPRESENTATIVE
MONTANA TENTH JUDICIAL 
DISTRICT COURT, FERGUS 
COUNTY
IN THE MATTER OF THE 
ESTATE OF SAM L. 
SHORT, Deceased. 
Probate No. DP-2022-37
NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, by 
the undersigned, to all persons 
having claims against said 
deceased, to present said claims 
within four (4) months after the 
first publication of this Notice or 
they will be forever barred.
Claims must either be mailed to 
the undersigned, Return Receipt 
Requested, at the address below, 
or filed with the Clerk of Court, 
Courthouse, Lewistown, 
Montana.
DATED this 20th day of July, 
2022.
/s/ Darrel Short, DARREL 
SHORT, Personal Representative, 
c/o STOGSDILL & BIRDWELL, 
P.C., 224 W. Main Street, Suite 
511, Lewistown, MT 59457
(Publish: July 23, 30 & August 6, 
2022)
MNAXLP
SLETTEN CONSTRUCTION 
REQUEST FOR FIRE 
SPRINKLER BIDS
From ALL qualified FIRE 
SPRINKLER INSTALLERS. 
Interested parties are invited to 
submit hard bids for the 
Lewistown Public Schools Lewis 
and Clark Classrooms Addition 
Project Phase 1 in Lewistown, 
MT. All relevant bid information 
can be obtained at the plans 
exchanges or from Sletten 
Construction for plans, specifica-
tions, instructions to bidders, and 
bid forms.
The entire scope of FIRE 
SPRINKLER for the project 
known as: 
LEWISTOWN PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS LEWIS AND CLARK 
CLASSROOMS ADDITION, 
PHASE 1
Bids must be hand delivered, 
mail or UPS/FedEx on or before:
August 5th, 2022 before 12:00 
pm
Attn: Alec Pinero
Sletten Construction Company
1000 25th St. N. Great Falls, MT 
59403
Ph.: 406-761-7920
www.sletteninc.com
(Publish: July 23 & 30, 2022)
MNAXLP

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
FEDERAL ENERGY 
REGULATORY COMMISSION
NorthWestern Corporation 
Project No. 2188-274
NOTICE OF APPLICATION 
ACCEPTED FOR FILING AND 
SOLICITING COMMENTS, 
MOTIONS TO INTERVENE, 
AND PROTESTS
(July 21, 2022)
Take notice that the following 
hydroelectric application has 
been filed with the Commission 
and is available for public 
inspection:
a. Application Type: Non-
capacity Amendment of License
b. Project No: 2188-274
c. Date Filed: July 14, 2022 
d. Applicant: NorthWestern 
Corporation (licensee)
e. Name of Project: Missouri- 
Madison Hydroelectric Project
f. Location: The project consists 
of nine hydroelectric develop-
ments located on the Madison 
and Missouri Rivers in Gallatin, 
Madison, Lewis and Clark, and 
Cascade counties, in south-
western Montana.
g. Filed Pursuant to: Federal 
Power Act, 16 USC 791a - 825r
h. Applicant Contact: Mary Gail 
Sullivan, Director, Environmental 
and Lands, Northwestern 
Corporation, 11 East Park Street 
Butte, Montana 59701, 
(406)497-3382, marygail.sulli-
van@northwestern.com and 
John Tabaracci, Senior 
Corpora te  Counse l , 
Northwestern Corporation, 208 
North Montana Avenue, Suite 
205, Helena, Montana 59601 
(406)443-8983, john.tabarac-
ci@northwestern.com
i. FERC Contact: Jeremy 
Jessup, (202)502-6779, Jeremy.
Jessup@ferc.gov 
j. Deadline for filing comments, 
motions to intervene, and pro-
tests: August 22, 2022.
The Commission strongly 
encourages electronic filing.  
Please file comments, motions 
to intervene, and protests using 
the Commission’s eFiling sys-
tem at http://www.ferc.gov/docs-
filing/efiling.asp. Commenters 
can submit brief comments up 
to 6,000 characters, without 
prior registration, using the 
eComment system at http://
www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/ecom

ment.asp. You must include 
your name and contact informa-
tion at the end of your com-
ments. For assistance, please 
contact FERC Online Support at 
FERCOnlineSupport@ferc.gov, 
(866)208-3676 (toll free), or 
(202)502-8659 (TTY).  In lieu of 
electronic filing, you may submit 
a paper copy. Submissions sent 
via the U.S. Postal Service must 
be addressed to: Kimberly D. 
Bose, Secretary, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, 
888 First Street NE, Room 1A, 
Washington, DC 20426.  
Submissions sent via any other 
carrier must be addressed to:  
Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary, 
Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, 12225 Wilkins 
Avenue, Rockville, Maryland 
20852. The first page of any fil-
ing should include the docket 
number P-2188-274. Comments 
emailed to Commission staff are 
not considered part of the 
Commission record.  
The Commission’s Rules of 
Practice and Procedure require 
all intervenors filing documents 
with the Commission to serve a 
copy of that document on each 
person whose name appears on 
the official service list for the 
project. Further, if an intervenor 
files comments or documents 
with the Commission relating to 
the merits of an issue that may 
affect the responsibilities of a 
particular resource agency, they 
must also serve a copy of the 
document on that resource 
agency.
k. Description of Request: The 
licensee proposes to replace 
the Black Eagle Development’s 
Unit 3 turbine and refurbish the 
generators for Units 1 and 3. 
The proposed upgrade will 
result in a 2.1 megawatt (MW) 
increase in the authorized 
installed capacity of the devel-
opment, to 23.90 MW, and will 
result in an increase to the 
hydraulic capacity of the devel-
opment of 11%, from 5,691 
cubic feet per second (cfs) to 
6,342 cfs. The licensee also 
proposes to replace the 
Cochrane Development’s Unit 2 
turbine and rewind its generator. 
The proposed upgrade will 
result in a 11.0 MW decrease in 
the authorized installed capacity 

of the development, to 48.90 
MW, and will decrease the 
hydraulic capacity of the devel-
opment 20%, from 10,800 cfs to 
8,640 cfs. The proposed actions 
will result in the total authorized 
installed capacity for the project 
decreasing from 327.37 MW to 
318.47 MW. The licensee states 
that the upgrades will have no 
measurable effect on the opera-
tion of the project and only a 
minor effect on hydraulic flows.
l. Locations of the Application: 
This filing may be viewed on the 
Commission’s website at http://
www.ferc.gov using the “eLi-
brary” link. Enter the docket 
number excluding the last three 
digits in the docket number field 
to access the document. You 
may also register online at 
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp to be notified 
via email of new filings and issu-
ances related to this or other 
pending projects. For assis-
tance, call 1-866-208-3676 or 
e-mail FERCOnlineSupport@
ferc.gov, for TTY, call (202)502-
8659.  Agencies may obtain 
copies of the application directly 
from the applicant.  
m. Location of the Orders 
Issuing New License: This order 
may be viewed on the 
Commission’s website at http://
www.ferc.gov using the “eLi-
brary” link. Enter the docket 
number excluding the last three 
digits in the docket number field 
to access the document. You 
may also register online at 
http://www.ferc.gov/docs-filing/
esubscription.asp to be notified 
via email of new filings and issu-
ances related to this or other 
pending projects. For assis-
tance, call 1-866-208-3676 or 
e-mail FERCOnlineSupport@
ferc.gov, for TTY, call (202)502-
8659.  Agencies may obtain 
copies of the application directly 
from the applicant.
n. Individuals desiring to be 
included on the Commission’s 
mailing list should so indicate by 
writing to the Secretary of the 
Commission.
o. Comments, Protests, or 
Motions to Intervene: Anyone 
may submit comments, a pro-
test, or a motion to intervene in 
accordance with the require-
ments of Rules of Practice and 

Procedure, 18 CFR 385.210, 
.211, .214, respectively. In 
determining the appropriate 
action to take, the Commission 
will consider all protests or other 
comments filed, but only those 
who file a motion to intervene in 
accordance with the 
Commission’s Rules may 
become a party to the proceed-
ing. Any comments, protests, or 
motions to intervene must be 
received on or before the speci-
fied comment date for the par-
ticular application.
p. Filing and Service of 
Documents: Any filing must (1) 
bear in all capital letters the title 
“COMMENTS”, “PROTEST”, or 
“MOTION TO INTERVENE” as 
applicable; (2) set forth in the 
heading the name of the appli-
cant and the project number of 
the application to which the fil-
ing responds; (3) furnish the 
name, address, and telephone 
number of the person comment-
ing, protesting or intervening; 
and (4) otherwise comply with 
the requirements of 18 CFR 
385.2001 through 385.2005. All 
comments, motions to inter-
vene, or protests must set forth 
their evidentiary basis.  Any fil-
ing made by an intervenor must 
be accompanied by proof of 
service on all persons listed in 
the service list prepared by the 
Commission in this proceeding, 
in accordance with 18 CFR 
385.2010.
Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary.
(Publish: July 30, 2022)
MNAXLP
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Help us Shine 
the Spotlight 
on Central 

Montana’s Youth

Spotlight
onYour Town

by ALICE NEALNews-Argus Staff WriterBeka Benzing has been a busy gal this year. Beka was part of 

the Winifred volleyball team that placed first in District 7C tour-

nament, second at the Divisional Tournament and advanced on to 

the state level. These accomplishments were history-making for 

Winifred – no other volleyball team in the school’s history had 

won at the district tournament. This year’s Roy/Winifred Outlaw 

girls basketball team won their district and divisional contests but  

lost two games at the state tournament to place fifth overall. Beka 

also participates in track and the community softball team.

Not only is the Winifred senior involved in sports, but she par-

ticipates in other happenings as well. In regional BPA (Business 

Professionals of America) competition at Great Falls this Febru-

ary, Beka participated in the Advanced Interview category, plac-

ing first. Those competing in Advanced Interview were required 

to submit a portfolio which included examples of their work, 

awards, a resumé, cover letter and a completed job application 

before the event. At the event, competitors faced an interview by 

judges.
 This weekend Beka is competing in Extemporaneous Speak-

ing at the state FFA (now known as the National FFA Organi-

zation) convention in Bozeman. In order to qualify for the state 

competition, Beka had to be one of the top finishers at the regional 

meet that was held in January in Denton. She placed first among 

the seven competitors.Extemporaneous speaking is a speech given in which the 

speaker has a limited time to prepare for a timed speech. Beka 

will be given a half hour to compose her thoughts and outline for 

a four- to six-minute speech. Not one to put things off, Beka prepares herself ahead of time. 

She gathers her notes and articles about current agriculture topics 

and takes them to the contest. She also practices what she will say 

during the preparation time so that her speech won’t be too long 

or too short. In timed events, it is important to stay within the time 

limit. Every second less than the minimum time and every second 

over the maximum time deducts from the score.
“You need to know current issues. Most speeches at FFA are 

about agriculture. I listen when my parents discuss the agriculture 

industry and that helps,” Beka said. “You also have to be careful 

not to take sides on the issue. There is a question and answer seg-

ment and you need to be able to reply to questions about  both 

sides of the topic.” “I think you are also penalized for ‘ums’ and ‘ahs’. Beka con-

tinued, “In FFA competitions, scoring also includes appearance, if 

you are dressed officially, relevance of your speech to the topic, if 

you explain your main points, speak clearly and make eye contact 

with the audience.”Beka plans to attend Montana State University in Bozeman 

next year, majoring in English education. She is also interested in 

coaching sports, most likely basketball and volleyball. 

Thank you to the following community sponsors for making this page possible:
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Beka Benzing is a senior at Winifred this year. She plans to attend MSU-Bozeman and earn a degree in English education.            
Photo by Craig Edwards Photography
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by MERYL RYGG McKENNA
News-Argus Staff WriterGrass Range students Jeremy Stahl and Ra-

mona Stahl share a last name, a similar back-

ground, and are second cousins. Now they 

have something else in common: they each 

won a prize in the Montana Winter Fair quilt 

contest.
Jeremy, a senior at Grass Range High 

School, took second place in the youth divi-

sion of the Winter Fair competition for his wall 

hanging showing an image of a bronco – the 

Denver kind.“I was trying to decide between a wall 

hanging and a small quilt,” Jeremy told the 

News-Argus. “I took the wall hanging because 

it was the smallest one.”He said he considers himself a strong 

Denver Bronco fan, so his choice was prob-

ably natural for him. He designed the pattern 

himself, including so much detail that it took 

a long time to complete. Once the wall hang-

ing was finished, however, he said it was “very 

satisfying” to have done it.Both Jeremy and Ramona enrolled in Fam-

ily and Consumer Science classes at the Grass 

Range School, where they got into their quilt-

ing projects.Ramona, a sophomore at Grass Range, 

chose her quilt pattern from a book. Using 

fabric scraps that were available at home, she 

pieced together a queen-size bed quilt. When 

she had completed the quilt top, she took it to 

Laura Finkbeiner, of Grass Range, who ma-

chine-quilted the layers together. Ramona’s 

quilt garnered third place in the Winter Fair’s 

youth division.A queen-size quilt is no small undertaking, 

but Ramona said, “It got easier while I was 

doing it.”
Ramona enjoyed her quilt project so much 

that she wasted no time in getting started on 

two more quilts, in addition to another ambi-

tious venture – she said she is currently mak-

ing a dress for the upcoming school prom.
Jeremy, considering the prospect of creat-

ing another quilt, said he was “not too sure 

about that.” However, the technique he and 

his teacher developed at school inspired three 

male classmates to try their hands at the pro-

cess. One has designed a wall hanging fit for 

a (Montana State University) Bobcat fan; one 

has created a (University of Montana) Grizzly 

design; and one is working on the image of an 

airplane, using Jeremy’s technique.
“Maybe I should get a patent on it,” Jeremy 

remarked.
Now that he knows how to put pieces of 

fabric together, Jeremy said he is more likely 

to mend his own shirt, for example, than to ask 

someone else to do it.Self-sufficiency, making use of available 

resources, learning perseverance – stick-to-

itiveness – and the satisfaction of a job done 

well: the lessons learned here will likely be as-

sets for these students far beyond the walls of 

Grass Range School.
A fan of the Denver Broncos profes-
sional football team, Jeremy Stahl 
designed and sewed a wall-hanging fea-
turing Bronco logos. His work earned 
second place in the Winter Fair quilt 
contest, youth division.          Photos courtesy of Grass Range School
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by ALICE NEALNews-Argus Staff Writer Josey Carter, Jordan Lahr, Thane Melton, Josh 

Plovanic, Megan Ray and Robert Todd are the 

members of the Denton class of 2010. After four years 

of working to raise funds, the class finally saw the fruits 

of their labors. Throughout their high school years, 

the teens have earned funds by selling concessions at 

football games and selling cookie dough. In all, they 

raised just over $6,000.Last month, the class, along with chaperones Tia 

Benson and Scott Phelps, used those funds to travel 

to Seattle for their senior trip. Some of the  points 

of interest they visited were the Space Needle, both 

during the day and at night, the Pacific Science Center, 

an interactive museum of sea life, and the Experience 

Music Project. They also took a harbor cruise to see 

the sights of the city from the waters of Puget Sound.

Perhaps the most notable was the Experience 

Music Project, a type of museum of all types of music, 

which included everything from history and photos to 

instruments. The group particularly enjoyed the hall of 

guitars, an exhibit includeding instruments from many 

different artists. The center piece of this exhibit was 

the tower of guitars.The group also explored various eateries in Seattle 

including The Rainforest Café and the Crab Pot. All 

in all, it was a trip that will long be remembered and 

one that was well-deserved for these hard-working 

members of Denton’s graduating class.

(From left) Tia Benson (teacher), Jordan Lahr, Josey Carter, Rob Todd, Josh 

Plovanic, Megan Ray, Thane Melton, and Scott Phelps (chaperone) went to Seattle 

on their trip.                       Photos courtesy of Megan Ray

Josh Plovanic poses in front of the 
guitar tower at Experience Music 
Project in Seattle.

For only $25 a month, you can sponsor a community 
Spotlight page in the Lewistown News-Argus.

Call Darlene, Terri or Cindy at 535-3401 to learn more.
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The open road beckons millions 
of people across the globe every year. 
People’s idea of the ideal getaway var-
ies depending on the individual, but 
few can deny the appeal of a road trip 
that allows travelers to move at their 
own pace.

Campers can give road trips a 
more liberating feel. When taking to 
the road in a camper, drivers are not 
beholden to checkout times or many 
of the other restrictions that can gov-
ern how people spend their time on 
vacation. Campers may not have all 
the creature comforts of a five-star 
hotel room, but travelers can take 
steps to make their campers more 
comfortable.

• Furnish the floors. Few driv-
ers give much thought to the floors 
in their cars and trucks. But camper 
floors deserve a little more attention. 
Camper rugs and runners can ensure 
your first step out of bed in the morn-
ing isn’t a frigid one. Many camper 
carpets and runners are built to with-
stand heavy traffic and take on all the 
dirt your hiking boots track in after 
a day enjoying the great outdoors. 
Custom-made carpets and runners 
may be a tad expensive, but budget-
conscious travelers can find durable 
mats to warm their toes each morning 

for around $20.
• Take stock of the mattress. Much 

like that fold up cot that only comes 
out of the closet when your in-laws 
visit, a camper mattress is an after-
thought until drivers go to bed on 
the first night of their trips, only to 
remember their factory-installed mat-
tress is less than welcoming. Upgrad-
ing a factory camper mattress won’t 
cost as much as replacing the mat-
tress on the bed inside your home. 
In fact, the most popular RV mattress 
sold by the custom mattress retailers 
at MattressInsider® will cost trav-
elers less than $1,000. That’s an in-
vestment well worth making for the 
promise of a more restful night’s sleep 
on the road.

• Warm it up. Weather is unpre-
dictable, and that can make nights in 
a camper uncomfortable. A portable 
camper/RV space heater can help 
travelers combat cold nights when 
the mercury unexpectedly dips. Most 
portable electric space heaters are 
compact, meaning they won’t take up 
much space inside the camper cabin. 
The market for portable camper heat-
ers is flooded, so drivers may want to 
spend some time researching all their 
options before purchasing a new heat-
er. Some heaters feature an adjustable 

thermostat. Safety features like over-
heat protection and cool-touch exteri-
ors can provide some added peace of 

mind when going to bed at night.
Campers may not be made for 

comfort. But travelers can take vari-

ous steps to make their campers more 
comfortable prior to hitting the open 
road.
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Central Montana Automotive Experts

Jim Karhi
Owner

403 1st Ave South
Lewistown, MT 59457

800.662.8771
406.538.8771
406.538.3658 - Fax

Get on the road with us 
Advertise Here
Call Darlene, Terri , 

Cindy or Meagan at 535-3401

Sales • Service • Parts • Collison Repair

Service Center

Sales and Service 
are just a 

phone call away!
116 5th Ave South

Lewistown, MT 59457
406-538-7417

www.courtesymotorsmt.com

WHEELS & DEALSCENTRAL 

MONTANA

CALL WADE TO SCHEDULE YOUR 

REPAIRS WITH OUR

PAINTLESS DENT REPAIR TEAM 

 SCHEDULE NOW!

WWW.COURTESYMOTORSMT.COM
*116 5TH AVE.S. *(406)538-7417 *1(800)823-7420

DO YOU STILL HAVE Tip of the Week

No two car accidents are the same, but the Insurance 
Information Institute recommends anyone involved in 
a car accident take the following steps to make the most 
informed decisions in what is often a difficult situation.

· Assess your physical condition.

· Assess passengers’ physical condition.

· Get to a safe place.

· Call 911.

· Turn the vehicle off.

· Exchange information.

· Avoid discussing fault with the other driver.

· Document the accident.

· Notify your insurance provider.

What to do in the immediate 
aftermath of a car accident

How to make camper travel more comfortable

https://www.courtesymotorsmt.com/
https://www.courtesymotorsmt.com/
https://www.courtesymotorsmt.com/

