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The social, environmental

& economic consequences

of what we Buy



Impacts of “Made in China”

1. Environmenthealth

2. Social  slavery

3. Económica “Lo 
barato sale caro”



Clarification:

1. It’s a Challenge to find things 
not Made in China (in part or 
as a whole)

2. It’s not just China – Many 
countries where there's 
slavery, no regulations on 
safely, work hours, toxics…  

Some examples

We’ve become a Consuming 

Disposable Society



Gold Miners



Fish from Thailand
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qsERAosVyw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qsERAosVyw


Pescado de Thailandia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qsERAosVyw

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5qsERAosVyw


“Lo Barato sale 

caro”

Eco-Cine

“Please don’t buy things 
from China”-empleada china

Toxic ingredients



Bangladesh 2013

1,130 deaths
2,400 injured



The Dark Side of Chocolate

Eco-Cine

child labor, human trafficking, and slavery



Everytime you buy stuff
THINK: Do I need this?, can I buy it 

used, borrow? ¿What 
social/environmental impacts does it 

have? .

*Remember: Buying Local

1. Helps the local economy, 

2. Avoids emissions due to transport &

3. Ensures you don’t promote slave 

labor.



1.5 min Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfANs2y_
frk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfANs2y_frk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfANs2y_frk
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Lee la Etiqueta
Lee los Ingredientes
EVITA GreenWashing



Other CV Talks about 
What to Buy

• What to eat to tackle Climate Change

• Eco- Chemistry

• Green Women- eco 
hygiene/cosmetics

• Green Clean

• Green Living

http:campusverde.uprm.edu



Visit the EcoSolar House


