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Hispanic Serving Institutions (HSI)

 > 400 institutions with >25% Hispanic students, 
≈ 70 in Puerto Rico.

 NSF HSI program will focus on enhancing the 
quality of undergraduate STEM education at HSIs 
to increase the retention and graduation rates of 
students pursuing associate or baccalaureate 
degrees in STEM (required by Congress in 2017). 

 The program also seeks to build STEM capacity at 
HSIs that typically do not receive high levels of 
NSF funding.

 NSF has funded 11 conferences to seek input. 
Nov 8 & 9 – Mayagüez Resort. 

https://nsf.gov/ehr/HSIProgramPlan.jsp

https://nsf.gov/ehr/HSIProgramPlan.jsp


"This material is based upon work supported by the National Science Foundation under 
Grant No. 1802252. Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed 
in this material are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the views of the 
National Science Foundation."
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NSF Innovation Ecosystem & HSI

Jackson DJ. What is an Innovation Ecosystem? : National Science Foundation; 
2011

An important feature of an innovation ecosystem is
that the resources available to the knowledge
economy are coupled to the resources generated
by the commercial economy, usually as some
fraction of the profits in the commercial economy.
Another feature is that the ecosystem is
usually strategically developed around a
specific technology.

HSI can contribute to multiple ecosystems and
increase their impact.



November 8, 9 - 2018

 Promote & present active learning projects in PR HSI.  

 Innovation Ecosystems as sources of active learning & 
mentors. 

 Increase impact of HSI. 



6

Publications of research collaboration UPRM and 

Johnson & Johnson - Janssen Ortho LLC - Gurabo
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An Entrepreneurial Ecosystem 



UPRM E-Ship Network

Who are we?

A network of collaborators willing to support 

innovators and aspiring entrepreneurs.

Professors Students Alumni & 

Friends

Active Learning: 
• Undergraduate research 
• Problem solving team work 

approaches.
• Design & innovation. 
• Entrepreneurial efforts



Mentorship: Key piece for the 
development of companies 

June 7 & 8, Mayagüez, PR



I-Corps a great Example of 

Active Learning





UPRM E-Ship Network

Collaborators

http://www.uprm.edu/hsi_innovation/
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