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Creative Nonfiction (CNF) has been described as a 

Fourth Genre, which takes its place in literary studies 

alongside the “big three” of fiction, poetry, and drama/ 

film. The class emphasizes:  

1) studying CNF texts, and their inter-textual 

relations;  

2) Learning CNF craft--techniques such as authorial 

voice, visual narrative, and turning oneself into a 

character;  

3) Writing CNF narratives in styles including but not 

limited to memoir, literary journalism, and lyric 

essays.  

 

In addition to reading and writing nonfiction narratives, 

Creative Nonfiction offers “transferrable skills.” 

 

Employers increasingly want hires who can 

communicate effectively beyond their specialty. 

 

In CNF students learn “the arts of empathy” and other 

means to present their ideas to wider audiences. 

 

 

Our goals will include trying to 

revise for publication, and 

increasing understanding of one’s 

self in a social and cultural 

context. 
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