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We will visit several beaches located in the western coast of the island.  These sites 
have been impacted by coastal structures build with different purposes.  We will 

observe and discuss the different aspects involved in each case.
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Stop 1: Aguadilla, “Marina”

Wave refraction influenced by the marina breakwater and bathymetric 
features to the south of the marina has created beach across the entrance 

to the marina making it useless.  
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Stop 2: Aguadilla, Parque Colón

Breakwater connected to land was constructed to develop a marina in 
Aguadilla. Storm and longshore sand drift have rendered the intended 

marina useless. Lack of maintenance of the structure has aggravated the 
situation producing a hazardous structure.
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Stop 3: Aguada, Camino Playa (Monumento Historico al Santuario Cruz de Colón) 

Rip-Raft build to protect Camino Playa and the properties if front of the 
beach has produced a high relieve along the coast.
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Stop 4: Aguada, Camino Playa (close to Balneario Pico de Piedra ) 

Loss of sand has exposed large sections of beachrock. 
Beachrock & beach sand with high content of magnetite.
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Stop 5: Aguada, Pico de Piedra Public Beach

The eroded beach sand at Pico de Piedra Public Beach was replenished 
in the 1990’s and is still present.
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Stop 6: Rincón, Marina Las Palmas

Wave refraction influenced by the marina breakwater and bathymetric features along 
the offshore southwest created a beach across the entrance making it useless.  
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Stop 7: Rincón, Public Beach 

Concrete walls replaced the earlier Gabon and are aggravating the erosion at the site.
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Stop 8: Rincón, Sea Beach Colony Engineered Quebrada Discharge 

The jetties at the end of this creek are damaged often and require constant 
repairs/maintenance. The beach has enlarged to bypass the jetties making them useless. 
Downdrift erosion in relation to the jetties continues and a rip-rap constructed in front 

of the beach house properties has produced a high relief at the shoreline.
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Stop 9:
Jetties

Río Yagüez
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Rincón

Playa / Arena

Playa / Arena

No Playa / No Arena No Playa / No Arena

No Playa / No Arena
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