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I.

In the past year, what has your chapter done for your members?
During the past year, the Student Chapter of the AMS in the University of Puerto Rico at
Mayaguez has carried out several activities, both educational and social activities for our
community members. We have achieved a good relationship among active members, as
well as an excellent communication between the members of the executive committee,
as can be seen from the active participation of members in Chapter activities.
As part of the community's educational activities was Weather Today. These are
workshops to which students from our Chapter attend and are educated on different
aspects of their future professional career. It is not just for the Chapter members, also all
those students of our Campus interested in attending can participate in the workshops
that include how to prepare a Federal Resume for the US Department of Defense. Also,
the Atmospheric Science Curricular Sequence has the Weather Casting course in which
student members assisted a local TV Meteorologist, and created general science
information capsules for the Laboratorio de Comunicaciones Científicas (LCC) TV
program and have the experience of going out on television, presenting the weather
report. Another good activities this year were the two Physics and Meteorology
Symposiums. One at the beginning of the semester in August, and another in October in
collaboration with the students of the Society of Physics Students. In these, the students
were able to present to the audience their Summer research projects. Lastly, in
collaboration with the JYE Studio program and the Repaso Noticioso segment we
created a series of podcasts in which students have the experience of creating a
weather forecast which is published on our official Facebook fan pages, Sociedad
Meteorológica de Puerto Rico/AMS Local Chapter, and UPRM Laboratory.
Several monthly meetings are held in order to inform members of the activities that are
being carried out, to organize their participation in these. At the beginning of the
academic year, the Initiation Ceremony was held, in which we introduced the new
members to the present public, which include: current members, parents and family of
the new members, meteorology and physics faculty and university officials.
Among the social activities of the chapter members is the annual Banquet dinner, in
which we celebrated the 10th Anniversary of the Student Chapter of the AMS in the
University of Puerto Rico at Mayagüez. In the same were present several of the past
presidents, professors and administrative personnel of the University of Puerto Rico of
Mayagüez. At the beginning of August, we made a Movie Night in which new members
of the chapter could get to know each other better and interact. In addition, a Salsa Night
and a camping in Jayuya were carried out in conjunction with other associations,
including the Society of Students of Physics and Student Geological Society, both of the
Mayagüez Campus.

II.

In the past year, what has your chapter done for your community?

As a society, our goal is to transmit knowledge in Meteorology to people of all ages. We
focus in keeping the community informed and well educated about meteorology and
different other branches of science. It is important that children and the youth see all the
career opportunities they have, and are properly motivated to study branches of science like
meteorology. The activities organized by the Chapter were as follows:
●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

●

Hurricane Hunter Airplane visits to Ponce (2016) and Aguadilla (2017) - Informing
the public in collaboration with WIPR (official local government TV channel) and the
LCC, WOLE TV, NWS and EcoExploratorio Museo de Ciencias de Puerto Rico, about
how to prepare for the hurricane season, and what are the different atmospheric
phenomena that affects Puerto Rico. ( April 16, 2016 / April 29, 2017)
Eduvertido Camp and Weather Camp – Workshop on meteorological concepts and
how they can pursue studies in Atmospheric Sciences and Meteorology in Puerto Rico,
for summer camp attendees. (July 8, 2016)
Planeta Digital 2016 and 2017 - We were invited on two occasions by the meteorologist
Ada Monzón to provide demonstrations and information about the Chapter and the
Meteorological Curricular Sequence offered in our Campus. (August 27, 2016 / April 8,
2017)
Beach cleaning Isabela 2016 - In conjunction with Campus Verde Colegial, a
community service activity was held on the International Day of Coastal Cleaning, to
clean Las Golondrinas Beach in Isabela. (September 17, 2016)
Geoticlima 2016 - A group project of elementary school students from the UPR - Río
Piedras Campus, operate their own Weather Station; they visited our Campus to have
an interactive conversation about Meteorology. ( October 6, 2016)
Freshmen orientations - We received students from different schools and guided them
in the application processes to the different academic programs offered by the
University, and advised them on the opportunities they would have by entering a career
in the atmospheric sciences during the “Prepa” Week, UPRM Open House and UPR
Expo. (August 4, 2016, October 21, 2016, October 28, 2016)
Women in Science - With several student associations the Chapter attended the
presentation by Dr. Joan Schmelz from the Arecibo Radio Observatory, entitled Hidden
Obstacles to Success: Unconscious Bias, Stereotype Threat, and Impostor Syndrome.
Pre-College Workshops and School Visits - We reached out to schools in several
towns to inform them of basic weather processes, climate sciences, and preparations for
any weather-related emergency.
Weather Fest 2017 – Our biggest activity and this year's theme was “Atmospheric
Sciences as a diverse branch”, as we celebrated our 10th Anniversary. We invited
science associations from our campus to the Festival, and educated 600 participants in
these topics, using demonstrations, and visuals. (March 10, 2017)
Women in engineering (SWE-WOW) - We participated as ushers in WOW, an activity
dedicated to motivate young females to pursue university and professional careers in
STEM. (April 2, 2017)
March for Science Puerto Rico - We joined the International March for Science on
April 22, in San Juan.

●

●

III.

Juracán Magazine - Our Magazine Committee oversees preparing a summary
magazine of all the most significant activities carried out by the Chapter. It is published
on the Society’s website and is distributed to the members and the Physics department.
Facebook (Meteorological Society PR, Weather Today, UPRM Laboratory), Twitter,
Sometpr.com - These are the means by which we announce all the activities of the
Chapter and the different projects that are carried out throughout the academic year.

In the past year, what has your chapter done for the National AMS?

The seven members of the executive committee of the Meteorological Society of Puerto Rico
and some other members with research projects attended the last 97th AMS Annual Meeting in
Seattle, WA. It is an honor for us to have attended and participated in the official activities. It
was a very enriching experience for everyone, personally and professionally. We were very
proud to represent the Student Chapter of the University of Puerto Rico Mayaguez, Campus.
Some important things we did for the AMS in the past year are listed below:
●
●
●

We had a poster that shows our annual activities - We presented the poster of the
activities carried out in 2016 at the Annual Conference of the AMS.
Membership of Initiated Students - Our bylaws as chapter requires that all official
members of the SMPR during the academic year be members of the AMS.
Research posters at the National Conference - All students with research projects
that are part of the Society and the Curricular Sequence at UPRM, submitted the
abstracts of their projects and then presented posters at the National Conference of the
AMS.
○
○
○
○

●

●

Temporal Temperature Distribution across Puerto Rico - María Morales Cáez
Further exploration of MJO initiation events and precursors as revealed by an
MJO-like dynamical mode - Rosa M. Vargas Martes
Synoptic patterns associated with non-tropical cyclone heavy rainfall events in the
Corpus Christi area - Lee Ann Inglés
NWS Caribbean Tsunami Warning Program - Karuska Matos Horta

Helping to initiate student associations at the University of Puerto Rico Campus of
Río Piedras, Mexico to the National AMS - We have been avant-garde in the
connection with groups interested in meteorology in Hispanic America, such as the “Red
Latinoamericana” group led by students in Mexico and the University of Puerto Rico
Campus of Río Piedras. We have offered all the support and orientation so that these
groups begin as chapters. In addition, we have made efforts to create a link between our
Chapter and the Meteorological Society of Cub, as well.
We are very accessible - At the moment, we have student members in our society of
different Departments like History, Chemical Engineering, Geology, Biology, Physics,
Mathematics, Computer Engineering, Psychology, among others. We encourage
diversity in the field, it is very important for us, so long as they are UPRM students
interested in the Atmospheric Sciences and Meteorology.

●

Interactions with Other On-campus Associations - This year we started a committee
dedicated to Outreach with the intention of attracting students from other departments to
our Chapter and the Curricular Sequence in Atmospheric Sciences and Meteorology. On
the other hand, we have moved as a Chapter to create connections with other
associations in Campus, as examples we mention: “Campus Verde”, Astrobiology
Student Association (AEXO), Geological Student Society (SGE), Students for the
Exploration and Development of Space (SEDS), Society of Physics Students (SPS), Sea
Grant and Seismic Network. These groups helped us in the preparation of our Weather
Fest in 2017. In addition, we have fostered a closer link with the Society of Physics
Students (SPS) to collaborate in our activities, something that has never happened
before.

