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PLANTAIN CULTIVATION

Plantain is an herbaceous plant, with an

aerial pseudostem that originates from a
short, underground stem. This
pseudostem emerges above  the ground
and grows until flowering. The
underground stem,  called "corm”,
“rhizome” or “bulb", is fleshy and
numerous lateral buds called "suckers or
shoots" develop from it. Such shoots
constitutes new plants that replace
those that have already produced their
fruits.  The rhizomes or corms are also
used to start new plantations.

PLANTAIN HISTORY
Plantain is native from Southeast Asia,
especially Malaysia, where there are still
many wild species. Primitive
communities used the inner sheaths of
the false stem as edible vegetable. As
agriculture was developing, plantain
was probably one of the first plants  to
be domesticated by man.

GENERAL INFORMATION 




Geographic location:
  Latitude 18°19’25.02”N
  Longitude 66°21'35.30'W
Elevation:
  690 feet above sea level
Farm size:
  324.84 acres 
Soils:
  Series: Consumo, Humatas, Corozal
  Order: Ultisols
  Suborder: Humults
  Great Group: Haplohumults
  

Subgroup: Typic Haplohumults
Classification: Fine, Very-fine 
Climate Zone: Humid Median
Ecological Life Zone: 
   Subtropical Moist Forest
Rainfall:
  Annual average: 73”
  Wettest month: October
  Driest month: June
  Average annual evaporation: 55”
Temperature:
  Average High 85°F
  Average Low 67°F

The Agricultural Experiment Station of the University of Puerto Rico Mayagüez Campus

includes six Research Stations established around the Island in the towns of Corozal,

Isabela, Adjuntas, Juana Díaz, Lajas and Gurabo. In each one, a research program is

developed according to the needs of the ecological zone where they are located and

mainly in the areas indicated by the Department of Agriculture to achieve maximum

agricultural development.

The Corozal Agricultural Experiment Station was founded in 1949. Our research program

is mainly related to staple crops (plantains and bananas, true yams, sweet potatoes,

cassava, and taro). Research is also carried out on fruit crops such as citrus and papaya.

It also includes the evaluation and management of grass-fed beef cattle livestock. A

cooperation agreement is maintained with the Tropical Agriculture Research Station

(USDA-TARS) which conducts research on exotic fruits such as cacao, mamey sapote,

rambutan, carambola and breadfruit. 
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